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2015 has been a very eventful year for myself and the WCKA. 
I was able to go down to Calgary in April to check out the gun show and 
visit with a number of knife making friends.  
Did my annual trek to Kamloops on the weekend of April 25 and 26 to 
participate in the KTSA show and to host the AGM for the WCKA.  
In July,  I attended the first, and hopefully not the last, camp out hosted 
by WCKA members Larry and Sue Strandquist.  We all enjoyed a fantastic 
time in Stettler, AB.  We had a good turnout of members who took in 
quite a few of the local attractions along with putting on a mini knife and 
art show. 
WCKA member Jim Takanaka and the Reynold's Alberta Museum hosted 
the 4th annual Metal Art Show and Sale. Every year it gets bigger and 
better. 
I, myself, had a very busy craft sale season before Christmas. Sold quite a 
few knives in December. 
Hoping that everyone has an awesome 2016.
 Keep on grindin'
Gerry
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Member Profile

As a child, Dave was always interested in things and how they 
worked, and this inquisitive mind led him to become a millwright 
by trade.  He always owned a number of knives, and especially 
like one his father-in-law gave him, a Puma Skinner.
His first knife course was at Terry Lee's house, taught by Ed 
Storch.  Dave's friend Ken Shaeffer had suggested that Dave go.  
He made a big bowie knife with a deer shed butt handle which he 
subsequently gave to his son-in-law who is an avid hunter.
This was the first of many courses taken at Terry's and taught by 
Ed.
Another big learning curve happened later when Dave took a 
damascus making course at Terry's which resulted in a growing 
passion for the craft.

Once he became involved in knifemaking, Dave was very surprised at the general interest in knives.  
No matter where a person goes, there is always someone willing to chat about knives and 
knifemaking.
In  2008, Dave bought a grinder from Rob Ridley and a lap wheel from Roy Wirtanen.  Later a drill 
press and metal band saw was added to his growing array of equipment.  His interest was for 
knifemaking to become a retirement hobby.  Now he says he has to find the right equipment and 
materials to make folders.
Dave generally makes knives on demand or as gifts to family.  Hunters and paring knives are what he 
usually makes, but he does make other kitchen knives, fillet knives and bowie knives occasionally.  
People ask if he has a web site, but his response is that it is a hobby and doesn't want it to become a 
job.
His favourite steel is CM154 stainless.  On his handles, he prefers stabilized burl of all types, and deer
antler. 
Dave gives credit to Terry Lee for his inspiration to get into knives, and to Ed Storch for the 
instruction to build the skills necessary to make a quality knife.  He does his own   leather work.          

Dave Gibbs
Spruce View, AB

403 726-3859
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Metal Arts show, 2016 camping experience or both
                        Submitted by Rita Wiebe

Another Opportunity for Metal Arts Showcase has
arisen, this time in BC!  

This one, in conjunction with one of the larger Vintage
Car shows in BC   ..and it happens on the Father’s Day
Sunday, (June 19th, 2016) in Prince George.  At this
point, we are seeking expressions of interest from the
Knifemaker community as custom knives also fall into
the Metal Art category.  The gallery venue would be
adjacent to the huge “Cruisen Classics” Fathers Day car
display, and operational mini-tourist train.  In previous
years, this event has been attracting up to 10,000 people
on that day, and growing!

The initial metal art
showcase would consist
of combinations of
Sculptors, Blacksmiths,
Furniture and various
other metal makers. This first pilot show is intended to not 
exceed two dozen exhibitors, and entrance fee would not 
exceed $50 per table.  The Metal Arts portion would take place
in the beautiful
Atrium of
Exploration
Place, which
can be found at 

www.theexplorationplace.com and 2016
participants would be granted first option for
future shows.  Exploration place is located on
the grounds of Prince George’s largest civic park, previously known as Fort George park.

We are seeking expressions of interest only, and have extended first invitation to the 
knifemaking community.  The primary organizer is from the Knifemaking community, 
namely Rita Wiebe.  Please give her a call at 250-565-5475 with your expression of interest, if
you know other metal artists that may wish to be included or for more information.  It has 
possibilities to be a great get-together for fellow makers.. Camping Season, June 2016!
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   Update on  Alberta Fathers' Day Campout
                         Susan and Allen Neal

So the campout is going to be at the Raven Community Center, June 17, 18 and 19th, 
Fathers Day weekend.  The center is an old school house with a bathroom in it.  We can set up
our displays of knives inside this building.  

I will do a bit of advertising around the community but the weekend will be 
specifically for us knifemakers to visit and have some comradeship between us. It is also an 
opportunity for everyone to see what is going on in this community.  Double Tree Museum is 
a small prairie village and I have talked to Ray and Anna Stanton who own it.  They are 
willing to give us a guided tour of the museum with a wagon ride  through the trails.  We can 
also have a hot dog roast there for dinner that evening.  I thought this would be a great thing 
for us to do as a group on Friday.  

Also, as I have mentioned before, our neighbour has a fun-fly that weekend which will 
be in full operation all weekend. Wilhelm and Cheri Vohs will welcome anyone who wants to 
go and watch the R/C planes.  

I thought we could do a pot luck on Saturday night.  
We will pull our trailer over there  on Thursday evening.

This is a scaled down version of the weekend.  I will have more details  in the April 
newsletter.  Please contact me at 403-588-3808 if you want more information.

     Ed Storch Chitakawa

Ed phoned with some exciting information about a Chitakawa happening at his place 
sometime during the first two weeks of July.  He does not have all the details yet, but it will 
include a well known integral knifemaker by the name of Edmund Davison from Virginia.  Ed
would also like this to be an opportunity for those knifemakers that can attend to visit (or re-
visit) his shop and enjoy networking with other like minded individuals.  He hopes to have 
more definite information about this event in the next newsletter.

Editor's note:  How wonderful is it that we have three different WCKA members that have 
explored opportunities for us to get together and promote knives and knifemaking, as well as simply 
share and gain knowledge of our craft.  Also, the Strandquists are considering a Second Annual 
Stettler Campout in July.  We encourage members to plan to attend one or more of these events, which
have a different energy than meeting at Shows.  Even if we are a geographically diverse membership, 
we do have many opportunities to get together.  Thanks so much to those who have organized these 
events.
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Collaboration Knife – True Collaboration Effort
Morris Nesdole brought the finished knife down to Jim Clow's in January and it is now safely in the 
hands of Ron Nelson who took the photo of the knife featured on the cover of this newsletter and is 
getting the raffle organized.
This years knife was designed by Morris.  Jay West ground the blade and did all the hardening and 
tempering of the steel. The blade is ladder pattern damascus made by Morris and Murray Cook.  Jim 
Clow did the bolsters and handle. The bolsters are 304 stainless and the scales are African Blackwood.  
It was again sent back to Morris who did the final finishing and made the sheathe and the presentation 
box.   The beautiful inlay on the presentation knife was done by Alex Tse.  Alex has kept the pattern 
and if any members would like similar inlay done, he charges $25 with you supplying the wood. 
Once again, the project has been successful and we project strong ticket sales in the upcoming raffle.  
The WCKA extends a great thank you to Ron Nelson who once again has done all the organization of 
photographing the knife, making the poster, getting the necessary licenses, and printing the tickets.  
That is very time consuming and not the least 'unstressful'!!  Please contact Ron Nelson for information
on tickets at 604 465-5138

*********************************************************************

What's Your Favourite Tool in YOUR Shop:

An efficient exhaust system... a must in any workshop!!  Neil Ashworth from Beaverlodge, AB 
was quick to point out that safety must come first!!  Thanks, Neil.  You have a terrific 
system!
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Calling all knife makers....
I received this email from Helen Manley who is looking for input from knife people for a future television 
program.  I have included it in this newsletter for you to consider.

Dear Diane,
 
I’m sorry if I have already sent a similar email to you. My name is Helen Manley and I’m a television 
producer who is researching for a brand new documentary series currently in development for the 
History Channel.  I’m looking to communicate with bladesmiths in Canada and although I’ve found 
many websites I know there are a lot of talented people who do not have an online presence. I am 
wondering if perhaps you could help me to reach out to your members. Here’s a little more about the 
project.
 
We plan to document a handful of skilled blacksmiths who have the skills to make blades, either as a 
side hobby or as their main specialty. The series will focus on the unique techniques and designs 
involved in blade and tool making. The show is still in development, meaning we are unsure what 
shape it will take, either that of an episodic documentary series or a big studio or competition show. 
We are interested in speaking with people both as experts and hobbyists. I am looking to learn as much
as I can about the trade of bladesmithing so I would love to hear from anyone who is interested in 
sharing information about the craft.
 
For anyone interested in chatting about this please let me know by completing the following 
questionnaire: https://mastersofthenorth.castingcrane.com/. Alternately, you can reach me toll-free at 
416-598-2500 x 482 at any time.
 
Thank you so much for your help and I look forward to hearing back from you soon. Feel free to let 
me know if you have any questions,
 
Helen Manley 
Casting Producer, Proper Television
P: (416) 598-2500 x 482
T: 1-866-598-2591x 482
W: propertelevision.com
A: 772 Dovercourt Road, Toronto, M6H 0A2

**********************************************************************************
In late October, WCKA member Ron Nelson came up 
to attend the Salmon Arm Gun and Antique Show. 
While there, he came upon some interesting knives up
for sale, and being the collector he is, purchased a 
couple for his collection.  One of the knives he bought
was similar to the one at the left.  When Roger Hatt 
saw this caper knife hidden within the handle of the 
hunter, he was intrigued and decided to make one 
himself.  He ended up making four and dubbed them
A Knife Within A Knife....



Last fall I got an email from WCKA member
Rod Nielsen explaining how the old adage
“necessity is the origin of invention” caused him
to become very creative in his home workshop.
He has a relatively small  space and it is in the
middle of a residential area, but he missed not
having the ability to forge damascus.  After some
thought,  he rigged up a small propane torch
along with some clamps, and, voila, he had a
makeshift forge. 

Friend, and fellow knifemaker, Frank Niro had
never made damascus, so he went over to Rod's
with some scrap pieces he had from previous
projects.  He forged them together and really
enjoyed the whole process.  

Friends helping friends.... WCKA members

helping other members!!  Pretty

awesome!
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You CAN teach an old 'knifemaker' new tricks...



.

The photo  above shows the results of the weekend.  

        Seven people took a three day course on how to build a liner lock folder. By all accounts, a 
great time was had by all.  A comment was made by one of the participants that the very best part is 
just having a weekend with other like-minded individuals.  Skills learned are a bonus!

Rumour has it that there may be more offered in the future.  Let Jim or Roger know if you are
interested.

Roger would like to thank Jim and Bev Clow for providing the perfect atmosphere for this course!  You guys 
are great                                                                                                                                         Page 9

Folder
Course
in Tilley
Alberta

Above from left – Clare Broeksma, Andrew Samek, 
Trevor Mills, Jim Clow, Jesse Bartram, instructor 
Roger Hatt, and Morris Nesdole. Missing from photo 
is Ross Ingrilli

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

On January 8th 9th and 10th, Roger Hatt 
traveled to Jim and Bev Clow's in Tilley, . 



Hatt's Hint:
When making a folder,  the pivot pin should be made 5 th shorter than the thickness of the blade, 
spacer and frame.  For example, if the total thickness is 230 th., make pin to 225 th. This allows for 
future adjustment.

********************************************************************************
Knifemakers are MORE than knifemakers.....

When we are at knife maker get togethers, it always intrigues me what a diverse group of 
individuals we are.  Over a campfire last summer, I decided I was going to add a new section
to the newsletter – more or less just for fun.  This is how it works.  Members send me via 
private email, a bit of trivia about your life other than that revolving around knives.  I will 
print the 'clue' in one newsletter and give the member's name in the next newsletter.  For 
example:  Which WCKA member was once a member of the BCTF?  Answer:  Ron Nelson 
(or Linda Nelson or Diane Hatt or ???)

So the first 'clue' is this one:

Which WCKA member once spent some time in a jail that his father built?

Have fun guessing and look in the March/April newsletter for the answer!

********************************************************************************

WCKA DVD LENDING LIBRARY  submitted by Ron Nelson

 A reminder that we have 14 DVDs that are available to WCKA members in good standing. They are
sent to members who wish to view them and hopefully find information that they can use when 
making a knife. We ask that after a month that the DVDs be returned to Ron Nelson.  
Call Ron Nelson at 604 465-5138 or email at ronnelson@telus.net to check on the 
availability of a particular title. The lending will be on a first come basis and there is 
a limit of 2 DVDs at any one time. Titles were listed on the WCKA website.

*****************************************************************************************************
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Dave Gibbs, Ron Nelson and Roger Hatt
have a little chat in late November when

Dave and his lovely wife Betty came out to
visit the Hatts for a few days.  Dave took a
knife course in Roger's shop, Ron came out

to visit for a couple of hours from
Armstrong where he was visiting family.

They look like they were enjoying the
conversation!



Upcoming Events

February 6 & 7, 2016
Lethbridge Gun Show
Contact: Randy - 403 223-8004

March 19 & 20, 2016
Historical Arms Collectors Show
Heritage Park in Chilliwack, BC
Contact: Gord Bader - 604 747-4704

      Al Admundson - 604 941-8489

March 25 & 26, 2016
A.A.C.C.A. Spring Arms Show
Stampede Park
Calgary, Alberta

April 8, 9 & 10, 2016
OKCA knife show
Eugene, Oregon
Lane County Fairgrounds
  visit okca.org

*** April 8 (Friday) is for OKCA members only

April 9 & 10, 2016
Penticton Gun Show
Penticton, BC
Contact: Kevin at ‘collector0003@gmail.com

April 23 and 24, 2016
KTSA show
Kamloops, BC
McArthur Island Sports Centre
Contact: 250 376-0055

April 30 to  May 1, 2016
Prince George Gun Show
Contact: Don - info@pgrgclub.ca

August 6 & 7, 2016
Missoula Gun Show
Missoula, Montana
Contact: Nancy McLaughlin  406 728-2861



Some Final Words From the Editor:

January is almost over and the busy knife show season is just around the corner.   Before4 we know 
it, summer will be upon us with at least three and
possibly four WCKA get togethers planned for us
to attend..

Roger and I had the privilege of having Dave and
Betty Gibbs here for several days while Dave
took a course from Roger in the shop.  It was an
opportunity for me to get to know Betty, and so
enjoyable it was!

Then on our way back from Kamloops, we
stopped off at Frank and Peggy Niro's to see their
new home and Frank's new shop.  My photo of
his shop was blurry so I couldn't include it, but
make sure you ask Frank about it at the Kamloops Show or sooner, if you happen to see him.

Please make sure that you send articles and 
photos of shows, knives and projects that you are
doing  I am out of 'favourite tools' and also only 
have one 'knifemaker profile' left in my arsenal.

I would like to thank all the members who 
submitted material for this months newsletter.  
The next major one will go out in late March or 
early April.  Remember that we have our annual 
WCKA meeting at the Kamloops Show on April 
23rd and 24th.  Please start thinking of things you 
would like to discuss at this meeting, and contact

one of our executive to be included on the
agenda.

Finally, a reminder that the membership fees are
now due for 2016.  A revised list will be going
out by separate mail in the next week or so.
There is a form at the end of this newsletter.  

Couldn't resist adding a photo of the winter
wonderland that greeted us on a recent trip to
Silver Star!!  Who could not enjoy winter??
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WCKA Membership Application For 2016

New member  ____________ Year 2016
Renewal member  _________

Membership Fee Structure – January 1 to December 31

Knifemaker/Associate Single..................$20.00
Knifemaker/Associate & Family.........$25.00

*Family members must all reside at the same residence to qualify for Family Membership.
Associate members include:  Collectors, Dealers, Mfr./Distributors

(WCKA Membership includes Newsletters)

Name(s): __________________________________________________

                             __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
                                             (Please include all names for family membership)

Address: __________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ Prov./State _______

Postal Code/Zip Code: _____________________________

Phone: __________________________________  Fax: _________________

E-mail address: _________________________________________________

Payment enclosed:  $ _____________     Date: _______________________

Membership list, complete with member information, will be sent to all members.  Do you
want your name to appear on this list?

Yes ________

No _________

Return to:  WCKA, 2862 Mabel Lake Road, Enderby, B.C. V0E 1V5 e 13


