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Had a very busy spring so far.

I did a few local farmers markets and trade shows. Took an Easter-weekend drive down 
to Calgary to take in the Calgary gun show. Was a very enjoyable two days, visiting with 
a bunch of knife making friends and a nice evening out for supper. Got busy making 
knives and finally had a chance to officially break in the new Evenheat. Nice not having 
to wait for Canada Post to deliver my heat treated blades back from Rob Ridley's. Now I 
can claim sole authorship on my knives. 

Did my annual four day trip down to Kamloops for the big gun show. Good to see the 
large number of Alberta members there this year. Very good turn out for the AGM. I think
that there was also a record number of knives entered in the knife competition. Would 
like to thank our judges for doing an awesome job. The knife raffle tickets were selling 
fast and the winner of the beautiful folder built by Rod Olson couldn't have been happier 
as he had never ever won anything before. Congratulations!! 

This year we debuted the WCKA T-shirts. They are available for purchase through the 
club. You may contact myself or Diane Hatt to order shirts. Going to order another batch 
and they will be available at the camp out in Stettler in July and also at the Metal Art 
Show in Wetaskiwin in September. Price is $15 dollars per shirt and come in Tan or 
Black with the WCKA logo on the left chest.

A reminder for anyone interested in participating in the camp out in Stettler, AB you can 
get hold of Larry Strandquist. He is organizing this event and if you are planning on 
attending maybe phone him or send him an email so that he can get an estimate on the 
numbers. 

As I sign off on this president's report, I would like to congratulate Roger and Diane on 
becoming grandparents (again) anytime now as their daughter Becky has just gone into 
labor!!
Keep on grinding,  Gerry

President's

Report

Gerry Kievit



Knifemaker Profile:      Neil Ashworth
           Ashworth Knives

Neil started making knives in 1992 using an angle grinder, a file, drill press and saw 
blade steel to make a couple of hunting knives.  After a couple of years on his own, he 
took courses with Roy Wirtanen, Ed Storch, Brian Lyttle, Thomas Haslinger,Ed Caffrey, 
Rick Dunkerly, Roger Hatt and others.  He has attended Symposiums and Hammer Ins 
since 1998 at Ed Storches in Mannville.  He also hosted three Symposiums after Ed and 
before the Hammer Ins were hosted by Jim and Bev Clow.

Neil insists that the absolute best way to gain new insights is to go to a Hammer In. 

He, himself, hosts knife making courses in Beaverlodge about 15 times per year, where 
participants either make stock removal knives or damascus.

His specialty is custom building to a customer's specifications – folders, liner locks, 
hunters, swords, daggers, damascus from 1084 and 15N20.  He uses RWL34, 154CPM, 
1084 – 15N20, natural handle materials, micarta, G10 and Titanium.

Knives range in price from $300 to $1200. Neil Ashworth

Box 157 

Beaverlodge, AB  T0H 0C0

780-402-4940

ashworthknives@gmail.com

Editor's note:  These photos were taken
at one of the Hammer-Ins at Clows.  I 
will include some photos from Neil in 
the next newsletter.  Neil is well known 
at the Hammer-Ins as the recorder of 
wisdom!!  And an all round good guy!!



It was a cool, breezy evening when
members of the WCKA met in the
parking lot for the annual BBQ and
visit on Friday, April 24th.  However,
Ron Nelson and Roger Hatt managed

to feed the visitors and some
interesting stories were shared.
Thanks to those members who
attended and to Ron Nelson for

organizing this event.



Knifemakers networking with knifemakers.....



The Show – April 25th and 26th

Everyone was set up and ready to go when the doors opened at 9:00 Saturday
morning.  Jim and Bev Clow arrived both Saturday and Sunday with Tim Hortons
Coffee, donuts and muffins to keep our energy up as people began to arrive in the

buildings.

Bruce Culberson 

Elliott Reiter 

Rod Olson 

Darcy Ellis



Frank Niro visiting with Jim Clow at
Frank's table

Roger Hatt

Jay West

Jay and Maureen Kemble

Clare Broeksma

Morris Nesdole



Ron Nelson with Vi Harder looking on

Linda Nelson, Cec Harder and Vi
Harder standing behind the WCKA

club table.  They were kept busy
throughout the weekend with raffle
ticket sales, inquiries about the Club
and general questions about knives

and knife making.

New Member Mike Wallister 
Mike Pisio hiding behind a newspaper!!

George Roberts



GerryKievit,
Rod Nielson,

Roger Hatt and
Cecil Harder

chatting about
knives... no

doubt!!

Below,
executive

members Gerry
and Linda

discuss Club
business. 

Bev Clow and Linda Nelson visiting...
Gary, George Robert's assistant, helps answer

questions at The Bandits Table!

Frank Niro visiting Rod Olson's table... imagine
the knowledge these two members could share!!



...and the Knife Competition Winners are.....

Knife judges Lee
Pierobon, Del

Corsi and Roger
Hatt prepare to
do the difficult
task of judging
the entries for

this years knife
competition.
There was an
overwhelming
response this
year with two
entries from

absent members,
and one from a

non-table holder.
In all there were
about 32 entries
in all catagories

except damascus.

Best Bowie and Best of Show:

Darcy Ellis
Best Miniature:

Jay West



 

Best Art Knife:

Cecil Harder

Best Folder:

Frank Niro

Best Hunter:

George Roberts

Best Tactical:

Jay West and George Roberts

New Maker Plaque:

Roger Allen      Bruce Culberson

Ron Nelson      Jay West           

Darby Grady      Morris Nesdole

Clare Broeksma Congratulations 



At the show, Linda Nelson had the opportunity to speak with a person who has some of Frank Niro's 
knives.  He told Linda how much he enjoys them.  She asked that he send some photos and a little 
write-up for the newsletter.

Frank's knife in use on an East
Kootenay wild turkey.

The knife worked well on the moose. Frank had it nice and sharp 
when he gave it to me. I field dressed the whole moose with that 
knife, and it kept it's edge. I didn't have to stop and re-sharpen the 
knife. However, the knife did get a bit soiled during the process so it 
did take a bit of work to get the knife clean again!

I have a few of Frank's
knives, and I always tell
him it has to be good
enough to use in the
field. He never
disappoints!

I used this same knife
on a mule deer this past
Fall. Again, it worked
exceptionally well.

Neil Armsworthy
Kamloops, BC

Happy Customer

Tells All



Rob meets the maker of this years knife, 
Rod Olson..  He was one happy fellow!!

WCKA President Gerry Kievit presents 
the  Knife and poster from the 2015 
Raffle to winner Rob Fletcher.

Past President, Roger Hatt, draws the 
winning name from the bin of hopeful 
entries in the WCKA knife raffle.

              The winner was 

Rob Fletcher from Nanaimo
-a knife guy who was absolutely thrilled 
to give this beauty a new home!!

RAFFLE RESULTS:



The

AGM

There were some great ideas shared
and decisions made at the AGM.

Look for the minutes and a copy of
the financial statement in the next

newsletter.



WCKA Summer Campout
submitted by Larry Strandquist

(Editors note:  Larry has done an amazing amount of work to get this get together organized for July 24th and 25th. We hope 
WCKA members will take this advantage to meetwith fellow members and take the opportunity to explore this part of 
Alberta.  Roger and I can't wait!!)

Fri. July 24:  arrival;  meet and greet  I'll be going in at noon if any one needs assistance. 

Sat. July 25:  
        AM - P+H elevator tour (if anyone wants to go) 

     1:00 PM - the antique tractor pull for those who want to see that.

4- 6pm - a small show (public invited).  You may make a sale or two. A lot of people I 
know would like to see our knives. Set up your own table at your own campsite. If anyone 
needs a table, please let me know so I can get one arranged.

7 pm - pot luck supper;  bring your own meat and a side dish or dessert to share.  Most
of us have portable bbqs and I'm sure if you don't have one someone will let you use theirs

After supper - THE DRAW!  It was suggested that anyone who wants to participate 
brings an item to be put into a central draw area.  In exchange for the item you will be given a 
number.  These numbers will be put into a hat, and drawn out.  Number one gets to pick first; 
number two, second; etc. until all the numbers have been drawn and all items have been 
picked.  No money exchanged and no fund raising involved.  Just plain old fun for those who 
wish to participate.

Go to stettler.net and under living you will find a map of the town. It shows Hwy 56 as 59 St. 
and Hwy 12 as 50 Ave and 47 Ave. and turns into 50 St. heading east out of town.  Stettler Ag
Society grounds are at 4615 52nd St
. If coming in from the south on Hwy 56, turn at 46 Ave. (bowling alley on corner) and 
go east past the grandstands.  We will be using the area to the north of the grandstands.

Coming in from the west on Hwy 12, turn south on Hwy 56 to Drumheller and turn on 
46 Ave and go east as above.

Coming from the north on 56, turn onto Hwy 12 and turn west on 46 Ave. at the Shell 
station and turn into grounds at 52nd St.

Coming from the east on Hwy 12, turn at 46 Ave. at Shell station as above 
If you get lost, phone Susan's cell at 403-741-2452.  I will be going in on Friday, the 24th to 
set up.

You do not need to reserve a campsite as we have an area set aside for us.  It costs $15 per 
site payable when you get here.  Please let me know if you are coming in advance so I can 
get this area set up.  

If you wish to tent, we are going to be right next to the washrooms and showers.  Dogs are 
allowed on the grounds, but may need to be on a leash if people are around with their horses 
and livestock.  They are usually at the other end of the grounds.  There are no hook-ups. If 



hook-ups are needed, go to pjrvresort.com which is just to the south across the tracks from 
the ag grounds. They also have some cabins for rent but no info on web site yet

If any one has an above ground fire pit, I can find some wood for a fire.

Some people may also be interested in Alberta Prairie Railway Excursions. Go to 
www.absteamtrain.com for info. Trip to Big Valley includes a meal and entertainment. You 
may also encounter a band of outlaws!!  Runs Thursday through Sunday.

Other attractions in the area:
Tyrell Museum in Drumheller – 1 hour away
Two golf courses in area
West Stettler Park (walking paths and fish pond)
Lots of shopping for a small town
Stettler town and country museum

If you have any ideas for other activities, let me know and I will see what can be done.  I have 
a couple of games like the bean bag toss and a golf ball toss, for those competitive souls that 
need it.  
                                                                                                  Hope to see you there!!

                                         CUSTOM KNIFE SHOW
Handcrafted knives pens bits spurs buckles silver work and jewelry

JULY 25/2015
    4-6 PM

STETTLER AG SOCIETY GROUNDS
NORTH OF GRANDSTAND

FREE ADMITION
INFO CALL LARRY AT 403 742 3852



Reynolds Alberta Museum
Metal Art Show and Sale

“Because Custom is Classic”

September 19 and 20, 2015

Metal Artists from across Western Canada present and sell their work at this exceptional show.

More than 40 artists display and sell stunning jewelry, custom knives, chainmaille, steam punk and 
sculptures; creations from stainless steel, copper and Damascus Steel.  Don't miss this rare opportunity to 
own one-of-a-kind, hand crafted works of art.

There is always a good representation of WCKA members at this show, which gives us another opportunity 
to network, share ideas and visit.  

Please look at the Reynolds Museum website for information on exhibitor application forms.  
www.history.alberta.ca/reynolds/specialevents/metalartshowandsale
or contact our WCKA member and the person who is organizing this great event Jim Takenaka at 
jim.takenaka@gov.ab.ca  telephone number 780-361-3810

Award Winners

mailto:jim.takenaka@gov.ab.ca
http://www.history.alberta.ca/reynolds/specialevents/metalartshowandsale


Upcoming dates:

July 24th & 25th – Campout at Stettler
August 8 & 9 – Montana Knife show, Missoula, MT
Sept. 19 & 20 Metal Art Show and Sale, Wetaskiwin, AB

...and some final thoughts from the editor:

Once again the Kamloops Show was fun and busy.  I  was so pleased with the number of WCKA members that 
were either table holders or visitors to the show, and we thank those who managed to attend the AGM. For 
those of you who knew that Roger had his wallet stolen over the show weekend, you will be pleased to know 
that it was returned, minus the cash!  All is good!  
    Thanks to those of you who helped put this one together.  The next one will go out sometime in the 
summer.  Please send along any items that would be of interest to fellow knife people!!
   We are off to meet our new grandson.... hopefully there will be a photo in the future!!
My email is dianehatt@hotmail.com

A couple last photos..  friends, family, 

art and knives....... how great is that!!!!

mailto:dianehatt@hotmail.com


WCKA Membership Application For 2015

New member  ____________ Year 2015
Renewal member  _________

Membership Fee Structure – January 1 to December 31

Knifemaker/Associate Single..................$20.00
Knifemaker/Associate & Family.........$25.00

*Family members must all reside at the same residence to qualify for Family Membership.
Associate members include:  Collectors, Dealers, Mfr./Distributors

(WCKA Membership includes Newsletters)

Name(s): __________________________________________________

                             __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
                                             (Please include all names for family membership)

Address: __________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ Prov./State _______

Postal Code/Zip Code: _____________________________

Phone: __________________________________  Fax: _________________

E-mail address: _________________________________________________

Payment enclosed:  $ _____________     Date: _______________________

Membership list, complete with member information, will be sent to all members.  Do you 
want your name to appear on this list?

Yes ________

No _________

Return to:  WCKA, 2862 Mabel Lake Road, Enderby, B.C. V0E 1V5




