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Your Executive for 

2010 - 2011
President - Ron Nelson 

Vice President - Roger Hatt 

Secretary - Don Stevenson 
Treasurer - Linda Nelson

Upcoming shows in 2010

Sept. 26 - 26, 2010
Peace Country Gun Show
Grimshaw, AB
Jerrold  780 624-2683
email - gunshow@telus.net

Oct. 2 - 4, 2010
Medicine Hat Gun Show in 
the Cypress Centre
Tim  403 527-2615

Oct. 23 - 24, 2010
Salmon Arm Gun Show
Don  250 832-3646 or
Jack  250 832-2541

Oct. 30 - 31, 2010
Victoria’s 49th Gun Show
Saanichton Fairgrounds
Jim  250 478-5787
email - jaw08@telus.net

          NEWSLETTER
                                                                                     Editors:  Ron & Linda Nelson                                     

WCKA Collaboration Knife
Christina Rytter, George Roberts, Rob Ridley and Don Stevenson pose with the 
steel and handle material donated by the Ridleys (Canadian Knifemakers Supply 
Ltd.) and the Rytters (Woodstabilizer.com).  George Roberts spearheaded the 
idea of building a knife worked on by three knifemakers in a collaborative style.  
Don is responsible for the design and grinding, Elliott Reiter (missing) will 
complete the blade and George Roberts will be in charge of the handle and 
making a sheath.  This is a first for our Club and we wish our knifemakers well 
as they strive to do their part.  The knife will be auctioned off at the Kamloops 
show in 2011 although tickets will be sold prior to and up to then.  Thanks again 
to our suppliers for the free material used in making the knife.

Plans have been made to have a few door prizes given out next year to the members 
attending the 2011 annual general meeting of the WCKA.  Mike Pisio has donated a 
belt buckle with the Club logo scrimmed on bone.  George Roberts donated a piece of 
ivory with a feather carved in relief on it.  Consider donating something for the door 
prizes next year.  Thanks! 

No Want Ads were submitted for    
      this issue but members can 
       advertise on our web site.

mailto:gunshow@telus.net
mailto:gunshow@telus.net
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         2010 Kamloops Show in Review

Well, it is Friday April 23, and we are just settled 
into our room at the Super 8 after getting things 
ready for the WCKA annual show.   At home, there 
is always a flurry of activity getting everything 
organized and loaded before the trip.   There are 
the newsletter samples, various papers for the 
AGM, WCKA scrapbooks, the banner, membership 
info, caps, and any items Ron wants to display or 
sell.    It always feels good to finally get onto the 
road and get going.   The trip up was great, and we 
headed straight to the show venue to set up.   
Fortunately, George Roberts was there to greet us 
along with Roger and Diane Hatt, so they all 
helped us bring in all the gear and get set up.   At 
that time, I was delighted to be presented with a 
beautiful miniature dagger by Roger Hatt, a free 
gift for what he felt had been a little glitch in 
another miniature knife we had recently bought 
from him.   What a surprise, and will it ever look 
great in the display case tomorrow!   Thank you 
again, Roger, for your kindness!   

Along with other friends, Gerry Kievit was there as 
well, but doubled over so badly we hardly 
recognized him.   He is going to be selling some 
knives this year, but was just caught in a serious 
rear-ender about a month ago and is undergoing 
chiropractic treatments to get himself back to the 
upright position.  Believe me, he is taking it easy, 
and will be spending a lot of time at the show 
sitting down.  

After some chit-chat with Bob and Judy Lay right 
across the aisle from us, plus Terry Lee popping by, 
we connected up with Marilyn and Rob Ridley and 
Frank Sargeant and decided to go as a group for 
supper.  Mr. Mike’s seemed like a good choice, 
(remember them?) so we all headed over there and 
formed a group of 8.   The food was good, and 
George topped off his meal with the heaviest layer 

of pepper I have ever seen!  (He got the whole 
thing down without so much as a single sneeze.)   
Anyhow, it was great to relax and chat, sharing 
both personal and knife news.   I must say that one 
of the biggest surprises of the evening was to learn 
that Rob and Marilyn Ridley, between them, have a 
combined family of 16 children!   They both 
appear to be incredibly calm and sane for having 
large families to start with before marrying!  

Another surprise of the evening was when George 
Roberts, perhaps catching Roger’s vibe, gave me a

 very beautiful, tiny miniature in a little sheath with 
a brooch pin to add to my collection.  He specifies 
that it is to be worn, but I do believe it will spend a 
little time in the display case first!  Thank you 
George, for your thoughtfulness!  So here I sit with 
two new knives, and the show hasn’t even started.   
I feel like I can go home already and feel quite 
satisfied!   I will enjoy working the club table as 
this is where the miniatures will be displayed (we 
donated our own sales table to Mike and Christina 
Rytter so they could be with us in the ‘main 
room’), and I like to watch the children who seem 
to take  particular delight in seeing such small 
knives.  
We ended out the evening by stopping at Safeway 
and loading up on all the grub for the AGM 
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meeting feed tomorrow, and thank goodness we 
have the camper with us to stash everything in!   
The final touch of humour to the evening was 
when we tried to check in to the motel and had 
problems with our confirmation number.   It turned 
out that another set of Nelsons, (Tim and Barb, 
another collecting couple), had checked in first and 
taken our room.   So here we sit with two sets of 
Nelsons in the same motel, right across the hall 
from each other.   My Ron, Ron Nelson, who 
knows them, could not resist calling them up and 
giving them the gears.   It promises to be an 
interesting weekend!

The 2010 Kamloops Gun and Knife Show 
continues to unfold with lots of activity and 
shoppers.   The weather has been a bit of a 
surprise, starting out warm and cloudless in the 
morning, but changing gears unexpectedly to 
produce heavy rain, hail, and near freezing 
temperatures by suppertime.  So far, sales for club 
members have been pretty good, and everyone tries 
to tend their own table while taking a few moments 
here and there to scout around and see what else is 
available.    

Mike and Christina Rytter, new club members with 
a table right next to ours, have garnered a lot of 
interest with their stabilized wood in many lovely 
colours and patterns.  Sometimes there were so 
many people at their table that you could just catch 
a glimpse of them through the customers!  We 
expect that their sales were good over the 2 days.

Other club members having tables this year include 
Rob and Marilyn Ridley, the Nelsons with the club 
table, Gerry Kievit, Mike and Evelyn Pisio. Randy 
and Elliott Reiter, Don Stevenson, Floyd Ternier, 
Roger and Diane Hatt,  George Roberts, club 
associate Frank Sargeant, and another new member 
Peter Demmer.   It has also been good to have a 
few other members come through for a visit – 
Cecil and Vi Harder, and Edith and John Zaal.   

Before the show starts, it is always quite an active 
setup time in the venue area, as friends catch up on 
news and perhaps have a few moments to check 
things out.   When the doors open at 9:00, the place 
fills up pretty quickly, as, in this case, the lineup at 
the entry area started well before 8:00 A.M.  All 
vendors were at their stations and ready to go.  
There were lots of people just looking at the 
knives, but quite a number did make purchases, 
and many more prospective customers stopped to 
chat and to pick up business cards.   Thought it is 
sometimes a challenge when our club members 
live in such a greatly diverse geographical area, it 
is handy for shoppers and customers who want a 
contact in Dawson Creek or Nanaimo, or perhaps 
in Alberta or Saskatchewan!    On all counts, we 
can oblige!  Today, it stayed pretty busy throughout 
the day so that by the time we wound down at 5:00,  
after lots of sales promo and general chitchat with 
the crowds, everyone was quite ready to head 
upstairs for our usual snacks followed by the 
AGM.  

WCKA AGM Review for 2010

When we gathered upstairs the Saturday night of 
the show, we took time to visit and have light 
supper before the business of the AGM began.   
Ron started things off be reviewing the first ten 
years of the club (has it been that long already?) 
and recognizing the charter members who had 
started it up.   The list is too large to print here but 
it might be an idea to publish a list of Charter 
Members in an upcoming newsletter. 

After the reading of last year’s minutes by Don 
Stevenson, we launched into various reports.   The 
membership has remained pretty well constant the 
last few years, and we are happy to welcome 
several new members so far this year, Peter 
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Demmer with Terrier Blades, a knife-maker new 
to our club,  and Mike and Christina Rytter,  new 
local vendors of stabilized wood with a company 
called Woodstabilizer.com   It was also good to 
welcome Andrew Dodd back into the club as he 
has moved back here now from Toronto.   There 
was a lot of good energy in the room and we look 
forward to an eventful year!  We decided 
collectively that though we are not a large club, 
we really do enjoy being able to network and get 
together at the various shows.   

As far as the treasurer’s report goes, here again 
we seem to hold steady with a cushion of about 
$1500.00 in the bank.   Expenses remain quite 
moderate, and it was moved and passed at the 
meeting that we establish an annual float of 
$300.00 to allow for routine modest expenses 
such as stamps and some stationery supplies.  
Frank Sargent volunteered to check into getting 
some lanyards for clipping our membership tags 
to, which would make things easier for wearing.  
There was some interest expressed about getting 
T-Shirts or other clothing with our WCKA logo 
attached, but as there is such a great range of 
sizes and preferences for such items, it was 
generally concluded that it is easier for members 
to buy their own clothing and take it to Mark’s 
Work Wearhouse and get it done individually.   
That is where our logo is set up and available to 
members.  

Under old news, the suggestion was made to 
have our newsletters posted to the WCKA 
website.   Mel Long has been doing this for 
several years and we feel that Mel has set us up a 
good, user-friendly basic site, but that we could 
perhaps update it a little, and the newsletters 
would make quite a difference in this regard.   

As far as the elections go, it was as easy as can 
be.   All table officers agreed to stay on for 

another year.  This means Ron Nelson will 
continue as president, with Roger Hatt in again to 
assist as the Vice President.   Don Stevenson 
agreed to carry on as the secretary.   Linda 
Nelson will do the treasurer’s job, plus 
membership and the club scrapbooks.   Ron 
Nelson will take responsibility for the newsletter.  

Knife Awards – Once again this year we had a 
knife competition, and Lee Pierobon and Ron 
Nelson did the judging, set up informally on a tub 
and chairs in the corner of the room!   

Here is a listing of the winners.
Best Folder – Roger Hatt
Best Utility Knife – Elliott Reiter
Best New Maker – Gerry Kievit
Best Art Knife – no entries
Best Miniature Knife – no entries
Best Display – no award as there was only one 
entry
Best of Show – Roger Hatt
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This event is very much appreciated by the knife-
makers, and will be run again next year by 
popular demand.   We will advertise the 
categories ahead of time next year, and also 
promote the judging.   For this year, Roger Hatt 
will order the plaques and miniatures.   The 
award-winning knifemaker gets to keep the 
larger plaque, and the miniature goes with the 
knife, to whoever buys it.  

We had quite a lengthy discussion about 
charitable donations, and wondered as a club if 
this is something that we should, or are required 
to do, under the Societies Act.    Linda will check 
on this and report the results in another 
newsletter.  In the meantime, at the meeting, the 
following suggestions were put forward as very 
worthy causes to consider contributing to, should 
we decide to go that route.   In general, there was 
a lot of interest in supporting charities which 
were oriented towards meeting the needs of 
children.   Here is the list, in no particular order, 
and other suggestions are still very welcome.

1. Children’s Hospital
2. CKNW Orphans’ Fund
3. The Variety Club
4. The Make-A-Wish Foundation
5. Tim Horton’s Kids’ Camp

We felt that we should not limit ourselves to BC 
charities because our membership includes 
people from other provinces.   Also, we will need 
to decide collectively what we consider to be a 
ceiling of cash reserves on hand before making 
donations.  

Under New Business, we had a number of 
interesting new initiatives that really perked us 
up.   First of all, we decided that we should be 
making better use of our website.   We decided to 
set up a chat forum, and Christina and Mike will 
check into this re: costs as the best way to go 

about it.    Apparently we can have our own up 
on Knifedogs, for example, but we need to first 
be clear about our intended audience and what 
the purpose of the knife forum will be.   
Christina will check out various options and get 
back to us.  
    
The Collaborative Knife Project  - George 
Roberts presented another exciting new project.  
It is a Collaboration Knife Project which he has 
participated in with the Knife Guild for several 
sessions.   The way it works is that three 
knifemakers work together to create one knife.   
This includes two experienced workers and one 
new knifemaker.  After the knife is completed, 
posters are made, tickets are produced, and the 
knife is granted to the winning draw ticket.    
George reports that this project has been very 
successful and that though it costs about $200.00 
to get the professional posters produced, they are 
very effective in drawing attention, and it is 
possible to promote and sell quite a few tickets at  
the shows prior to the main show event.   

The process is as follows.   First, one of the 
experienced knife-makers chooses both the blade 
and the handle material.   Then this person also 
draws up the design and roughs out the blade.   
The ‘middle man’, the new knife-maker, works 
on the blade and does all he can, and calls for 
help as needed from the other two experienced 
knife-makers.    At the end of the process, the 
third knife-maker, also experienced, acts as the 
anchor man, and does the handle and the sheath.   
The last maker carries the greatest responsibility.   

This idea generated a lot of interest and support.   
Without further ado, the club took a real shine to 
the idea.   Don Stevenson volunteered to be the 
front end man to choose all the materials and 
rough out the blade.   Elliott then swiftly 
volunteered to be the new knife-maker in the 
middle position.   George Roberts said he would 
be the finisher.   This will be an interesting and 
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exciting project!  As it turned out, the materials 
were generously donated by club members.  Rob 
and Marilyn Ridley donated the blade material, a 
piece of beautiful Damascus, and Mike and 
Christina Rytter donated the handle material, a 
very nice piece of green figured maple.   As you 
can tell from the photo on the front page, the 
smiles are very wide as we anticipate getting this 
project underway!

Another topic of discussion was on knowing 
your knife rights.   Frank Sargent initiated this 
discussion, and Rob Ridley concurred that a lot 
of Canadian law in this regard is based on intent.  
(That is to say, the decision to lay or withhold 
charges is often based of the stated intent of the 
use of the knife by the one having it in their 
possession.)   Rob will address this in a later 
newspaper article.   

We concluded the final part of the business by 
deciding to try for another social event.  One 
good idea was to consider meeting a day or two 
ahead of the next Kamloops show at perhaps 
Roche Lake for a couple of days of camping and 
socializing.   Diane Hatt and Roger Hatt are 
going to run with this idea and see what they can 
come up with.   Stay tuned!  

On a personal note, Gerry Kievit wished to thank 
everyone for helping him out at the show.   His 
back was so sore he appreciated a break or two 
during the day to walk around a little while other 
club members assisted by looking after his table.   
Hope you are feeling a lot better soon, Gerry, and 
credits to you for driving out here from 
Edmonton in your truck!

After the meeting it was time to cut the tenth 
anniversary cake.   We got a photo of all the 
charter members present for this event, before 
taking the traditional larger group photo.   A 
large thanks to all of you who attended, and it 

was really great to see everyone.   We have made 
such good friends through this venture that we 
look forward to many more good and productive 
years of club activity for a long time to come.

Kibbles and Bits

Here are two new features we would like to 
consider.   First, we have had some club 
members come and go over the years, so it might 
be nice to have a section for ‘Whatever 
Happened To….?’   and see if we can update 
each other about what former club members are 
now doing.  For instance, I asked Bob Lay about 
Wayne Crowley, an early member and collector.   
Arnie Morris, now deceased, was an avid 
collector of Bob’s knives and I asked him what 
happened to the collection.   He says that Wayne 
picked up quite a few of them, and most of the 
rest are still with Arnie’s family.   Bob himself is 
still making knives, of course, but is gradually 
cutting back and wanting to enjoy the family and 
his grandkids more.   He still has a long-time 
buyer in the States who likes to have the right of 
first refusal on his knives.   Must be nice! 

Another Idea
We have suggested a couple of times that it 
would be nice to feature a specific knifemaker 
from time to time and to do up a bit of a bio and 
the history of how the knife-making hobby 
developed for them.   We need to run this idea up 
the flagpole again, and perhaps the easiest way to 
do it is to attach a questionnaire for members to 
fill out.   Then, take a couple of shots of your 
workshop, and maybe a knife or two, and email 
it back to us.   Sound simple?   Well, that’s 
because it is!   

Note, that on the way home from our great 
Kamloops adventure, Ron interviewed Cec 
Harder (while Vi and I toured their beautiful  
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garden and home), and got some good workshop 
shots as well.   Look for this write-up in one of the 
next newsletters!

Looking for a Project?
One gent who took the time to stop at the 
membership table was most insistent that I pass on 
to you the following information.   “Make more 
miniature knives.”   He felt that they would sell 
very well and instructed me to be sure and pass this 
along to the membership.  I can vouch for their 
popularity as I don’t know how many people 
stopped by the table wanting to buy knives out of 
my collection!  I was always pleased to be able to 
point around the room and show which knife-
maker had made which tiny knife, and folks really 
liked that part.  I know they are a lot of work, but 
boy, are they ever popular!

Submitted by Linda Nelson

Membership Report

Our membership is fluctuating from year to year 
but the numbers remain consistent around the 25 
mark.  Some members have left and new ones  
have joined.

In 2009, we had 27 members    11 single and 16 
family

In 2008, we had 29 members  and 25 members in 
2007

In contrast, we had 46 members in 2004.

Everyone is welcome to join the WCKA.  We do 
not exclude individuals for any reason and they 
make the choice as we are not going to be pushy.  
Some members find that because we are so far 
flung that they don't get much from the association.  

We have had a few members pass away and some 
who have left the knife business all together.

If you have friends or acquaintances who want to 
be a part of our Club then give them our contact 
numbers and they will be welcomed into the fold.

As of the middle of April, we had 12 members and 
today we signed up another 14 members.

Note:  As of September 5th, 2010 our membership 
had reached 31.

Peter Demmer knife on its stand at the
              2010 Kamloops Show.
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Peter Demmer and Rob Ridley Randy and Elliot Reiter

A few photos . . . .

Gerry Kievit Mike Pisio with bone belt buckle donation for 2011
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WCKA Treasurer's Report
April 24th, 2010

Annual AGM
Royal Bank of Canada - Branch Ridge Meadows, BC
Account # 02920  100-790-5

Summary for April1, 2009 to March 30, 2010

Starting Balance  April1, 2009     $1630.06

     Deposits

Membership fees received  $355.00

Hats sold (5)    $071.00
     $426.00

       Debits

Cheque 0010      -$160.82
 2010 KTSA Club table - $40.00
 2009 AGM snacks - $120.82

Cheque 0011  05/11/09 - Minister of Finance -$25.00

Cheque 0012  06/05/09 - Roger Hatt   -$206.06
 Plaque awards - $183.40
 Mailing awards - $22.66

Monthly banking fees - $6  (x 12)   -$72.00
       -$463.88

Closing balance as of March 30, 2010    $1592.18
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Check This Out

We heard quite a touching story from Frank 
Sargent this year.   You have to understand from 
this photo that Frank’s sales area is more of an 
emporium than just a knife table.   He always has 
many trays of knives, plus shelves and racks of 
other interesting related bits of gun and knife 
goods.   It takes quite a while to absorb it all, and 
Frank reports that many shoppers spend a good 
deal of time looking over the merchandise, 
including children.   

One little guy was small enough that he was only 
about one head taller than the table, and had a 
challenge seeing everything.  He showed up with 
his Grandma and was obviously a real knife-lover.  
He was a pretty keen shopper, and it wasn’t long 
before he zeroed in on a bowl in which there were  
quite a few inexpensive knives of various types, 
and of various prices, often on a combined offer.   
He picked out two he really liked, and he had his 
own money for shopping, all in small change.   
When he asked the price, Frank, who would 
normally have sold the two knives for $10.00, 
decided to give the little guy a break and sell them 
to him at $6.00.  

This was a mutually satisfactory selling price, so 
the boy began laboriously counting out  the money 
he had brought for the occasion, all in small 
change.  He ended coming up a little bit short at 
five dollars and sixty-seven cents.  He stood there 
looking puzzled and then crestfallen as the 
implication of his lack of cash began to sink in.  
From behind the scene, the Grandma produced a 
ten dollar bill and was about to make it right when 
Frank motioned her to wait.   He leaned over to the 
boy and said,  “Now, in a case like this, what you 
say to me is, ‘Would you be willing to accept five 
dollars and sixty-seven cents?’ ”  This concept 
involved enough mental gymnastics that the boy 
stood there processing it all and not knowing what 

to do next.   His Grandma then whispered in his ear 
for a few minutes to help clarify the concept.   
Eventually a little glimmer of hope appeared on his 
face and he wound up the courage to look Frank in 
the eye and repeat back to him, “Would you be 
willing to accept five dollars and sixty-seven 
cents?”  

Frank looked back at him and paused a moment for 
dramatic effect.   Then he kicked in with,  “Well, 
just for you, it’s a deal.”   Frank later said, “By the 
time we were done, I don’t know who was closer 
to tears, him or me.”   We all really enjoyed the 
story and agreed that we probably have another 
collector or potential knife-maker in the making 
with this little shopper!

Submitted by Linda Nelson

Frank Sargent’s table
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Rambling on . . . . 

During this past summer, Linda and I had the 
opportunity to visit former WCKA members on 
Vancouver Island.  Our first visit was with Franki 
Buchan who along with her husband Jim were 
staunch supporters of the Club and Jim was the 
Club treasurer up until his sudden passing on 
Easter Sunday 2005.  Franki has moved from their 
idealic home in Falkland to be nearer her family in 
Saanichton near Sydney.  She has sold off all of Jim’s 
equipment and supplies and no longer dabbles in 
the hobby.  She has a nice place with a million 
dollar view looking out on the Gulf Islands.  She 
enjoys the visits from her friends in the WCKA and 
Roger and Diane Hatt are promising to land on her 
doorstep soon.  We miss her presence in the Club 
and wish her well in her new surroundings.

            Franki Buchan and Linda Nelson

I spent 4 separate days fishing the Campbell River 
for Pink salmon this year and you had a fish on 
after only a few casts.  The river was full of fish with 
the odd Spring salmon jumping in the rapids.  
Everybody used fly rods or light spin casting gear 
with single barbless hooks.  Yeah, I lost a lot but 
still landed and released about 24 fish averaging 
about 4 to 5 pounds.  I kept my limit and smoked 
and ate about 7 fish.  I still had room to bring a few 
home after my friends and I had feasted back at our 
site at Bates Beach north of Courtenay.  While in 
Campbell River, I made contact with Scott 
Laughlin and in about a 3 week period we visited 5 

times and I ended up buying 3 of his custom knives.  
Scott does the gun show and craft fair circuit selling 
his knives and does quite well.  He was on 
Discovery Pier in Campbell River selling at their 
‘Pier Market’ and was surprised to see David 
Hussey and his family from Grande Prairie, Alberta 
walking by.  They stopped and had a great visit.  
David was an active member in our early years.

                Scott with Ron Nelson’s folder

As a knife collector, I am resigned to going to gun 
shows looking for older custom knives.  The 
Duncan Gun Show is held at the end of August 
every summer and I have made the 2 + hours down 
from up island for the last 8 or 9 years.  I rarely am 
disappointed and this year was no exception.  I 
purchased a fine Peter Marzitelli knife from a 
fellow I’ve known for years.  That’s the third 
Marzitelli knife in 2 years.  On the way back to 
Courtenay, I stopped and visited with Harald 
Moeller and his wife, Lee.  I ended up staying for 
dinner and enjoyed a very delicious meal.  Harald 
gave me a tour of his shop and I was very impressed 
with the orderly way he maintains it.  I will have to 
go again next year.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
We need a new president for the WCKA as this 
is Ron Nelson’s third and last term.  It has 
always been felt that 3 years is long enough and 
it is now time to find a member with the ability 
and commitment to take over the job.  Give it 
serious thought over the winter.
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WCKA Membership Application For 2010
 
  New Member                     _____      Year  2010
  Renewal Membership        _____

MEMBERSHIP FEE STRUCTURE - JANUARY 1 - DECEMBER 31

 Knifemaker/Associate Single ……………………  $20.00
 Knifemaker/Associate & Family* …...…………..  $25.00

* Family members must all reside at the same residence to qualify for Family Memberships.
   Associate members includes: Collectors, Dealers, Mfr./Distributors

( WCKA Membership includes Newsletter )

            Name(s):   _______________________________________________________

        _______________________________________________________

        _______________________________________________________

        _______________________________________________________  

        ( Please include all names for family memberships )

Address:     _______________________________ 
       
City: ______________________________     Prov./State   _______________ 
  
Postal Code/Zip Code:  _____________________________   

Phone:  ____________________________        Fax:  _____________________
    

 E-mail address:    _________________________________ 
      
 Payment enclosed:  $ ______________ Date:   ______________________ 
 
Membership list, complete with member information, will be sent to all members. Do you want your name to 
appear on this list?  
 

Yes   ______           No  _______


