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    Your Executive
for

2008

President - Ron Nelson 
Vice President - Roger Hatt 

Secretary - Don Stevenson 
Treasurer - Linda Nelson

Upcoming shows in 
2009

March 14 - 15 HACS Show in 
Chilliwack, BC

April 17, 18 and 19th  OKCA 
Show in Eugene, Oregon

April 25th and 26th  KTSP 
Association in Kamloops, BC

          NEWSLETTER
                                                                                     Editors:  Ron & Linda Nelson                                     

A Collector’s Find
This Harald Moeller skinner with gut hook was found at the 

Duncan Gun Show in August 2008.  It was one of two Moeller knives 
being sold by the wife of a deceased collector.  Also at the same small 
show were knives by Marty Beets, John Zaal and Bob Lay.

If you are a collector of custom knives, then don’t pass by a gun 
show.  More often than not, little gems like this are to be found.

WELCOME - NEW AND RETURNING WCKA MEMBERS
As we near the end of 2008, our Club has worked 

to maintain a growing and active membership.  We 
encounter the same concerns affecting other clubs, 
namely, finding members willing to serve on the Club 
executive or submit an article or two for the Club 
newsletter.  We would certainly be happy to hear 
from new members, as well as any updates from the 
regulars!  As a group of knife aficionados who come 

from from all corners of the north-west of North 
America, it becomes challenging to plan for get-
togethers for demonstrations or show ‘n tell.  Aren’t 
we lucky that digital photography can now change all 
that!  Consider sending us a few pix of your latest 
and greatest.  Don’t be bashful.   There’s a lot of 
really interesting projects out there, and it’s always 
fun to get a peek at your workshop or setup!
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   As with all organizations whether at work, at 
church or in the clubs in which we share a common 
interest, there will always be individuals who are willing 
to share their ideas and to help mentor others with tips 
and suggestions.    Our Club is already full of these 
people and to them I say, Thank you!  As an example of 
this type of sharing, here are some tips gleaned from 
some of our makers who have really done a lot of knife 
work and have had experience with different types of 
metals.  All of these knife-makers were more than 
willing to share some suggestions which I have 
summed up below.   If you have a knife-making 
question, pass it along and we can contact the experts 
for feedback!  
 An observation I have made regarding knife 
making this year is that there is a general concern 
about obtaining a quality steel from which to fashion a 
custom knife.  The days seem to be gone when you 
could depend on your supplier to have just the right 
steel that you need.  I have heard competent, 
successful knife makers bemoan the quality of steel 
they are now receiving and who now actively search for 
certain steels that they would never have even 
considered using.  The good old standard - 440C - has 
been around a long time but some makers are finding 
the quality of 440C available now is not up to their 
professional standards.  Steels such as ATS 34, CPM 
154 and others are now more commonly used than 
when I first started collecting knives.  There has also 
been a few knife companies who have disappeared 
from the scene only to be resurrected in other third 
world countries.  Schrade first comes to mind and then 
Camillus and Western.  In the past few weeks I have 
attempted to contact a few Canadian knifemakers to 
learn of their steel of choice and where they are able to 
get it.  These makers were all willing to divulge 
information that will be shared on this page.

Irv Brunas 
 Had been using ATS-34 and is now using more 
of CPM 154 that he is getting from Rob and Marilyn 
Ridley of Ranger.  He commented that it is similar to 
ATS-34 but that it is extremely difficult to grind.  It 
seems harder than ATS-34 and has wonderful edge 
holding abilities.

Roger Hatt
 He is using a variety of steels in his folders and 
fixed blades.  ATS ATS-34, 154CM, and Damasteel are 
available to him from Jeff Diotte but he still brings in 
some of his steel from K & G Knife Supply.

Peter Marziltelli
 Peter is taking a break from making folders for 
now and is concentrating on fixed blades of his own 
design.  He is using 154CM from the good folks at 
Ranger.  Peter informed me that he is not taking orders 
and his sales are conducted through “House of Knives”.

Frank Niro
 Frank has been focusing on his high end folders 
for several years now so is primarily looking for 
specialty damascus such as mosaic damascus.  He gets 
all of his specialty steels from individuals who are 
making it in the USA.
 
 I finally got a hold of one of the fellows who is 
instrumental to putting on the two day show in 
Kamloops each Spring.  He told me that they are 
having their first meeting regarding the show on 
Monday, November 24th and that soon after they will 
be sending out the packages to all of last year's 
participants to see if they want to have the same tables 
again next year and, of course, asking for the table 
rental.  If you want to be a part of that show, let Ron 
Nelson know so he can get the information out to you 
ASAP.  The show for 2009 in Kamloops is going to be 
on April 25th and 26th in the same buildings at the 
MacArthur Island Sports Complex. Hope this 
information helps you in your plans for shows in 2009.

 The HACS show is going to be March 14th and 
15th at Heritage Park in Chilliwack and the OKCA 
show is going to be April 18th and 19th in Eugene, 
Oregon.  They are also open for set-up and members 
only on Friday, April 17th.  Memberships need to be 
purchased in advance as they are too busy to sign up 
new or renewing members till about 2 PM that day.  A 
lot of knifemakers like to walk around early at the 
show buying up handle material, mosaic pins and other 
knife supplies before they get sold out or too well 
picked over.
Hope to see you at one or all of these shows.
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This past week I received an email from Rob 
Ridley that I also thought might be very, very 
exciting for the average knifemaker who would like 
to heat treat his blades without having to have an 
electrician install a 220 circuit in his workshop.

Rob received a 120V Knifemakers Heat Treating 
Oven that operates on a regular 120V household 
power on a normal 15 amp circuit.  Chamber 
dimensions according to Rob are part of the secret 
success of this oven.  Internally, this one is only 6.5” 
wide and 5” high but it is 18” deep.  It takes about 90 
minutes to reach temperature.  Rob reports that his 
double wrapped blades came out almost as clean as 
they went in and hardness tested right where they 
should.  Rob also says that it will take 8 or more good 
sized Bowies at a time and will heat to over 2000 
degrees in less than 2 hours.  The oven sports the 
new stronger hinge assembly and the new door latch 
with a ‘no heat’ handle.  The controller, he is told, is 
still being tweaked a bit for smaller size and since 
this is a machine built to a price and size point, it 
probably will be offered with this Set Pro controller 

that stores four programs and is easy to change.    
Rob Ridley stresses that this Evenheat Oven is a 
Prototype and as yet is not on the market.

Breaking news as this newsletter was being 
mailed.  Rob has sold his first 120V Evenheat oven 
and deliver is expected before Christmas.  A 14” 
furnace is in the works and the ovens can be ordered 
with a Rampmaster II controller.   More info to 
follow.

t

THE WCKA NEWSLETTER WELCOMES ALL KNIFE RELATED 
ARTICLES 

Members who wish to contribute an article to the newsletter can do so by contacting the 
Editors, Ron or Linda Nelson.  All Want Ads for members are free.  It is a great opportunity 
to sell or buy knife related items.

  If you are interested in more 
information then give Rob a call 
at:   403 637-0047.

WCKA WANT ADS
1.  Ron Nelson is looking for a 
reasonably priced 2 x 72 grinder 
such as a B-Square.  It has to have 
the small wheel attachments for 
doing the radius around tangs and 
handles.  Call Ron at 604 465-5138 
or email him at 
ronnelson@shaw.ca 

2.  Ranger Original Knife                            
Maker Supply                    
An on-line store full of knife 
making supplies and 
equipment.  They have 
increased their steel inventory 
and added lots of new handle 
material.  They are launching a 
new web store soon so watch 
for it. To contact Rob -             
Phone - 403 637 - 0047 or 
rob@RangerOriginal.com  or  
www.knifemaker.ca

mailto:ronnelson@shaw.ca
mailto:ronnelson@shaw.ca
mailto:rob@RangerOriginal.com
mailto:rob@RangerOriginal.com
http://www.knifemaker.ca
http://www.knifemaker.ca
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MEMBERS DISPLAYS
I can remember traveling up 

to the Bennett Dam in the early 
1990’s and stopping off to visit 
custom knifemaker Heinz Leiber.  
He had a beautiful home located 
along the Peace River with a 
separate building to house his 
knifemaking shop and sales room.  
What I remember most about 
that visit was his unique display of 
custom and factory knives.  
Behind his counter, he had a very 
large tree base lying on its side 
with the root ball towards the 
customer. It looked like something 
he had pulled out of the river after 
a flood.  Heinz had knives sticking 
out of this mass of roots every 
which way and it has always 
remained in my memory as a 
marvelous display of knives.  

Now we know that not 
everyone in our Club is a 
knifemaker.  There are collectors 
among us who have amassed a very 
notable knife collection.  At the 
2001 WCKA show at the 
Kamloops gun show, we had 3 of 
our members display their knives.  
I was very impressed with Wayne 
Crowley’s (Port Alberni) collection 
of Bob Lay fighters.  Each knife 
was displayed in its own special 
case and looked great.  The next 
year, Ted Audrain (Pitt Meadows) 
had a large display of his 
Victorinox knives.  He won Best 
Collector’s Display at the show 
and now his collection and award 
are proudly displayed in his home.  
Last year, Ron Nelson looked after 
the Club table and used that 
opportunity to display custom 
knives that had been made by our 
Club members over the years.  
Linda Nelson displayed her 
collection of miniature knives 
many of which were made by 

present and past Club members.  
At every show, the public and 
members have always 
complimented the knife collectors 
on their fine display.  In 2009, we 
are hoping other Club members 
will be willing to display their 
collections.  As an aside, even 
some of our knifemakers are 
collectors, too, and should be 
encouraged to display their 
collection.

Above is a collection of early 
Bowie knives that were 
reproduced by Garth Hindmarch 
of Carlyle, Saskatchewan.  He 
made accurate copies of 
Wostenholm, Michael Price, 
Daniel Searles, Samuel Bell, Henry 
Schively, Jonathan Crookes and 
many others.  This collection of 14 
Bowies was originally displayed in 

a table top case.  It is now wall 
mounted.  The case was made by 
Irv Brunas, another of our 
knifemakers from Saskatchewan.

Give some consideration to 
putting in a display from your 
knife collection at the Kamloops 
show in April.

                          R. Nelson

       FEEDBACK
At the AGM last Spring the 

members present at that meeting 
discussed the possibility of 
resurrecting the WCKA awards 
for the best in several knife 
categories including Best Display 
and Best New Knife Maker.  We 
would like to hear from YOU 
regarding this thought whether 
you are Pro or Con.  What is your 
wish?  Let us know by contacting 
any of the Club executive because 
we want what you want.  No 
decision has been made yet so 
there is still time to cast your 
ballot!

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
everyone and may all your 

wishes and dreams come 
true in 2009.


