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President's Report

Larry Strandquist
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I hope everyone has had a good winter season so far. Hang in there it will soon be spring and the
knife show season should be in full swing.  Sue  and our  daughter took a short break and escaped to
Arizona for 8 days of shopping, visiting and sunshine. They would have liked it to be a bit warmer.
Me... I stayed home and worked on knives and my old car.  It is on wheels, is able to be moved
around the shop and looks a bit like it might turn out as a vehicle! For those of you have not heard,  it
is a modernized version of a 1926 model T.(see pictures)

I hope you all received Jim T’s note regarding the Wetaskiwin show’s increased request for spots so
get your apps in to insure your spot.  A great job by Jim and the staff to grow this great show.
Looking forward to another great get together again and visiting with those of you that we don’t see
at other times. Also my wife and I will be hosting a campout at our son-in-law's  ranch on the 20 -22
of July. Please let me know if you are coming and I‘ll send you directions and what you should bring.
 
A special thank you goes out to Jesse, Jay and Charlie for the great job on this years collaboration
knife that is to raffled off at the Kamloops show.  I did my part this year with the grinding of the
blade.  For those who haven’t seen it yet, it is a true example of the art of the hand crafted knife. 

Hoping to see you in Kamloops for the annual general meeting and all the wonderful times that  are
shared in the evenings  around  the campsite during the weekend. 
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  I am a born and raised 5th generation Calgarian,     raised 
within walking distance from my family’s homestead in Fish
Creek Park. I have been married to my wonderful wife for 
18 years ,and we have three great boys together. 

  I spent much of my childhood in the fields and forest 
around my family’s home, with my uncles 1960’s era puma scout knife, and a hatchet on my belt, making spears and bow 
and arrows from willow branches. I’ve always had a passion for knives which fit into my first trade very well. I graduated 
from the professional cooking program at SAIT in September of 1996 and received my journeyman and red seal tickets in 
1998. I spent the 20 years of my cooking career in high end restaurants and private clubs and had the opportunity to 
compete both locally and nationally in many culinary competitions. I earned my Certified Chef Du Cuisine C.C.C. ticket 
while I was instructing and working at SAIT. I decided to leave the kitchen in May of 2014 to start my apprenticeship as 
an HVAC and Refrigeration mechanic. I wrote and passed both my journeyman’s and Red Seal exams this past fall.

I started making knives in 2012 after taking a weekend course on how to make my own carving tools.  To say I 
had the knifemaking bug after that would be an understatement. I started watching every video I could, and started 
collecting the tools that I needed for knife making.  I got to the point where I needed more information, so in 2016, I 
ventured to the Easter arms show to see if I could meet some other knife makers. That is where I was first introduced to the
WCKA and its excellent group of members.  I was convinced to try my first show in Kamloops a few weeks later. I find 
myself  looking forward to knife shows like my kids look forward to Christmas. Shows are a wonderful time to catch up 
with friends, spend a couple of days talking about knives and meeting new makers and customers.

I find my style and technique are always evolving the more
I learn about this craft, but if I had to choose one style of knife to
make, it would be a fixed blade drop point hunter in O1 steel with
cocobolo handle material and a brass bolster. I have recently started
making far more liner locks and funnily enough, quite a few kitchen
knives. I have always liked to be hands on in as much of the
knifemaking process as I can. I do all my own heat treating,
stabilize my own wood, and have recently started making hybrid
blanks, using urethane resin and everything from corn cob to antler
to burl scraps. I also, whenever possible, make my own mosaic pins
and have started electrolytically etching my brass and copper
bolsters. You will find that many of my blades feature different
finishes, my favorite being a black rust etched patina, but I also do a
stonewashed finish and, of course, a polished blade. I do all my own
leatherwork, I enjoy this process as much as knife making, and I
like that I can add some artwork to the finished pieces that I offer.  

My Goals for this upcoming year are to finish collecting
the tools I need to start forging some blades, as opposed to doing
solely stock removal, and to start to do some forge welded steel. I also look forward to getting my end mill this June, to 
help open some more options for making folding knives.
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Matt Rehman

Calgary, AB

403 217-2619

m.rehman@shaw.ca
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Scottish Daggers.... Intrigue and Inspiration
               submitted by Bob Turner
   

 When I entered a pair of “traditional” Scottish knives in the “Art Knife” category at the 2017 
Kamloops show, Diane subsequently suggested I should write an article about them for the 
newsletter. Well here it is but it turned out to be as much about history as it is about knives so if you 
were bored by history at school you have my permission to skip to the next newsletter item!

Why write about history? Well it turns out that if you don’t understand some of the history of Scotland 
then you don’t understand what might (or might not) be traditional Scottish weapons and that makes it
really hard to head into the shop and try to re-create them.

The Scottish Highlands were for thousands of years a distinct and separate region within Scotland. As
a remote and wild area, difficult of access, and consisting of remote valleys (glens) separated by 
barren mountains with few easy passes it developed a unique culture through time. Very little is 
known about the early inhabitants. Tribal names such as Picts, Scots and Dalriads have passed down
to us largely because the Romans who invaded and colonized the British Isles approximately two 
thousand years ago came into contact with them and left written records. Most people today have 
heard of Hadrian’s Wall in northern Britain which was built by the Romans to keep the “Scots” out. 
The references left by the Romans make it clear that these were fierce warriors who successfully 
resisted the Romans efforts to invade their northern lands. Other than what we can glean from the 
Romans, little is known of these people, their culture, or their tools and weapons. They had no writing 
so what little we know comes from archaeology. 

From about 800AD onwards the seacoasts and islands of Western and Northern Scotland were 
invaded by both Irish and Scandinavian Viking peoples who colonized the land and intermarried with 
the former inhabitants. Over the next five hundred years or so a distinct, Clan based society 
developed with a Clan typically occupying a single glen or small group of glens and periodically 
raiding their neighbours for transportable wealth often in the form of cattle. This periodic small scale 
warfare was endemic in the Highlands for a thousand years and given the violent life they led and 
their relative isolation it is no surprise that Scots developed an extensive range of personal weaponry 
of unique design.

By the 1600’s the Clansmen were armed with massive two handed swords, one handed 
broadswords, poleaxes (usually called a Lochaber axe in recent times), dirks or shortswords, early 
firearms and various designs of knives. All of these had a unique Scottish flavour to their design and 
construction.

Scotland and England, despite having a centuries long history of bloody warfare and invasion in both 
directions were united under a single monarch in 1603 when James the VI of Scotland also became 
the king of England but they remained separate states until the Acts of Union were passed in the two 
Parliaments in 1707 forming a single state to be called The United Kingdom. In the Highlands of 
Scotland this made little difference to the clansmen who continued to live their traditional warrior 
lifestyle and they were largely unknown and ignored by both their neighbours to the south and the 
Government and the Crown. This came to a shattering end in 1745 when the Clans rose in rebellion 
in support of Charles Stuart who claimed the throne of Great Britain and who with the support of the 
Clans invaded Northern England with the intention of marching on London to overthrow the 
Government, depose George I and assume the throne. Despite some initial success in battle the 
Scottish army was forced into retreat and a final battle was fought at Culloden where the Clansmen 
were slaughtered by massed cannon and muskets in the hands of highly trained, disciplined troops. 
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Determined to prevent any repetition of this uprising, the British Crown moved into the Highlands 
with an occupying army and “pacified” the region. Military roads were built throughout the mountains 
and Military Forts were built and garrisoned. For almost 40 years, highlanders were forbidden to 
wear their traditional clothing or carry or own any weapons. Homes and farms were regularly 
searched by government troops and any weapons found were confiscated and destroyed. This policy
coupled with the massive losses at Culloden where all of the weapons captured were either 
destroyed or carried away as souvenirs means that very little of that unique Scottish weaponry 
survives today. In fact most of what we see and think of today as representing the Highland culture is
probably an invention of Victorian times. Even the world famous clan tartans, now probably the best 
known representation of Scottish Highland culture are thought by many historians to be a Victorian 
embellishment of highland traditional clothing. There is little evidence that Clan specific tartans 
existed before the 1800’s. 

Why would a knife-maker care about any of this today? 

Well, because although one can go on-line or go to a museum and see an extensive array of 
“traditional Scottish knives and daggers” it is not at all clear just how traditional they really are. Most 
personal weapons in Scotland such as swords, dirks and daggers were destroyed between 1745 and
1786 so what we know of their design, construction and ornamentation is limited to the relatively few 
surviving examples, most of which survived in the great houses of those Clan Leaders or Lairds who 
retained their wealth and power by siding with the Government and Crown. (It is an interesting aside 
to consider that some of that clan weaponry captured at Culloden or confiscated in the aftermath 
might well have been taken south and ultimately re-forged into British Army issue swords and 
bayonets).

 A second source of information is the portrait paintings of various wealthy clan leaders from the 17th 
and early 18th centuries who were often depicted armed with sword, dirk and sometimes other 
weapons. 

The problem with both these sources though is that this was the personal weaponry of the wealthy 
and powerful and probably tells us very little about how the average clansman was armed. (Imagine 
living 250 years in the future and trying to figure out how people lived in the early 21st century by 
watching the only surviving video from the period which is an episode of “Lifestyles of the Rich and 
Famous”). Thus today, we see “traditional” Scottish knives typically represented as being highly 
ornamental, often with elaborately carved handles, engraved silver guards and butt caps, frequently 
with inset semi-precious stones such as Cairngorms or Carnelians which are carried in elaborate, 
decorated leather sheaths with silver fittings.  Although there is evidence that Clan leaders may have
emphasized their status with this kind of adornment, it seems unlikely that ordinary folk could afford 
such expensive luxuries.

 So, when I was designing my pair of traditional Highland knives I faced a dilemma. What really is a 
traditional Scottish knife?

In my research I discovered that there is some consensus that before 1745, most Clansmen 
probably carried a dirk (or short sword) in a belt sheath, and a short bladed stabbing dagger (Sgian 
Dubh or “Black Knife) all of the time. The latter was carried in a boot sheath or tucked into the top of 
knee length socks (known as “Hose” at the time which is where our modern word “hosiery” comes 
from). Both were weapons of personal defence. They lived in a violent world and all men carried 
weapons everywhere, even in the home.
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When traveling they probably also carried a third knife ( Sgian Achlais) in a sheath designed to fit in 
their armpit hanging inside a waistcoat or what North Americans would call a vest. This was primarily a
tool, rather than a weapon. Forks were unknown to the ordinary people and anyone who traveled 
carried their own knife to cut food at the table. Some of these have survived down to modern times 
and given the design which is basically a slim single edged dagger, I suspect they were regarded as 
being a useful back-up weapon if required. 

One of the challenges of doing this (or any other historical research) on-line is that there are a myriad 
of definitive, authoritative opinions out there that are often contradictory and mutually exclusive. Thus, 
you can read that sgian dubhs were a single edged dagger, no they were two edged. Sgian dubhs and
sgian achlais were contemporary weapons, no, the one developed from the other and so on. The truth
is almost certainly that there was a wide array of styles, sizes and carrying preferences for both and 
that many carried by ordinary clansmen were probably very plain or with minimal simple 
ornamentation. The owners were likely more concerned with their robustness and lethality than 
ornamentation. At the other end of the social scale, men of power and wealth (who in the latter stages 
of the highland culture rarely fought themselves) used their weapons to proclaim their status and thus 
owned the highly decorated versions described above.

So, my two Scottish knives, are nothing more than my interpretation of what might have been carried 
three hundred years ago by a lesser laird, that is a leader of men but not one of the great, wealthy 
landowners and clan leaders. Thus I made them to be strong and deadly if used as a weapon, simple 
in design with only some modest touches of ornamentation. The Sgian Dubh or two-edged dagger is 
entirely out of my imagination but the Sgian Achlais is based on, but is not a copy of an actual 18th 
century example that survived to the present day.

This year’s project? A Scottish Dirk. Probably with a 14 to 16 inch blade so a bigger challenge 
altogether.
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Upcoming Events 2018  submitted by Ron Nelson

These are events where one or more of our members will be attending. Members, if you want to include a future show then 
email the info to Ron Nelson in plenty of time for him to have it posted on the WCKA web site.

February 3rd and 4th, 2018  Lethbridge Gun Show

March 17th and 18th, 2018    Historical Arms Collectors (HACS)
In the Chilliwack Heritage Park along the #1 Freeway.  Take the Lickman Road exit.  Plenty of parking.  Set-up is Friday 
afternoon, March 16th

March 30th and 31st, 2018  AACCA show in Calgary, AB
Set up is on March 29th.  This is on Good Friday and Saturday only.

April 6th, 7th and 8th, 2018  OKCA show in Eugene, Oregon  USA
Largest knife show in the Pacific Northwest.  Friday’s set-up is for vendors and members only. Antique, modern factory 
and custom knives.  Several sales tables selling supplies for the knifemaker.

April 14th and 15th, 2018  Penticton Gun Show
Contact Kevin – 250 490-6165 or email  bburchell57@gmail.com 

April 21st and 22nd, 2018  KTSA show in Kamloops, BC
Set-up is on Friday, April 20th in the afternoon.  WCKA members are welcome to join other Club members for the Friday 
evening BBQ where several Club members are camped in the parking lot.

May 12th and 13th, 2018  Prince George Gun Show
Contact Ed – 250 962-2716 or at ew1952@shaw.ca

September 15th and 16th, 2018  Wetaskiwin Metal Art Show and Sale
At the beautiful Reynolds-Alberta Museum in Wetaskiwin, AB

September 15th and 16th, 2018  Prince George Gun Show
Contact Ed – 250 962-2716 or at ew1952@shaw.ca

October 13th and 14th, 2018  Salmon Arm Gun show
Contact Richard Wale  250 686-4837 (cell)   Email -richard.wale@hotmail.ca
Doors open to the public at 9 AM

More to follow in upcoming newsletters.

I also got this snippet from WCKA President, Larry Strandquist: 

On the 24th of February I have been asked to do a presentation on hand crafted knives at the Norwegian 
Laft Hus Society in Red Deer. This will be my first attempt at speaking to a group and I'm a little 
nervous. Was supposed to do it last year but it didn't happen.  Hope it works out okay. 

(Editor's note:  Looking forward to hear from Larry about how it went in the next newsletter.)

Club Merchandise Available 
Thanks to some proactive members, we have some great things for sale that sport our WCKA logo.  

Rod Olson has produced beautiful high quality club pins at a very reasonable price of $60 each.  We also have hats and 
t-shirts for sale.  Finally, we have a wide selection of DVDs available for to club members.  For a complete list of titles 
and procedures for the loan library, please go to our website www.wcka.org.

 If you would like more information,  please contact Jim Clow    j.clow@live.ca   403 362-1015
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2018 WCKA Raffle Knife

As evident in the photo on the title page of this newsletter, this years collaboration knife looks 
like a winner!  With the design and damascus made by Jesse Bartram, it had a very promising 
beginning.  From there, Larry Strandquist did the grinding before sending it down to Jay 
Kemble who did the handle, guard and display case.  After examining the 'finished' knife, Jay 
thought a little embellishment with engraving would make the whole thing pop, so he contacted 
Charlie Barnett, an engraver from nearby McGrath, and Charlie did the finishing touch!  
Wonderful job by everyone!

We are looking forward to seeing it in person soon, when it makes its first public appearance at 
the HACS Show in Chilliwack on March 17th and 18th.  Raffle tickets are for sale and they will  be 
available at the Chilliwack, Calgary, Penticton and Kamloops shows.  If any member wants some tickets
to sell on their own or for personal purchase,  they can contact Ron Nelson at ronnelson@telus.net to 
make arrangements.  The club gives Ron and Linda a huge shout out for their organizational 
skill in doing all the legal permits and printing of the tickets.  Thanks guys!

  To the left is a photo of a young man who enjoyed fondling 
last years knife.... it is amazing how these knives draw in 
people and provide a catalyst for educating the general 
public on how custom knives are made and how they should 
be handled.

Thanks to long time member George Roberts for suggesting 
this activity years ago at an AGM in Kamloops.  It has 
proven to be very successful, and at this year's AGM, we will
have to decide on the member who would like to provide the 
knife for the 2019 raffle.  We decided several years ago to 
alternate a collaboration knife with a maker knife on 
alternate years.
   *******************************************      
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To the right is a photo of a display of 
tomahawks that Dennis Paish had at the 
Calgary AACCA Show last spring.  They 
were quite impressive and we hope to see 
him and more of his knives at the show 
on March 30th and 31st.

mailto:ronnelson@telus.net


Some final thoughts from the editor:

First off, my apologies for the many mistakes I made in the November 2017 newsletter.  Amazing how
you can proof read several times and get your significant other to also give the rough copy a look over,
but it isn't until the newsletter is printed and sent that all the blaring mistakes come to light!  That 
period of time was very worrisome for us, but we are happy to report that our preemie grandson is 
happily living with Mom, Dad and big brother Jaxon in Williams Lake and doing well.  Our house is 
very quiet without our 2 year old energetic grandson to keep us busy!  We thank everyone who 
supported us during that time.  You are the best!

Echoing Larry's comments in his write up, we hope that you are getting back to Jim Takenaka about 
tables at the Wetaskiwin Show in September.  Roger and I were also happy to hear that Larry and 
Susan are hosting another get together this summer, as are Susan and Allen Neal in June.  Roger has 
been busy building cannons, so Rob Ridley will have some company at activities this year making 
loud bangs!

 Just a reminder that all membership forms and money 
should now be sent to Bev Clow in Tilley.  The new contact 
info is on the form at the end of this newsletter and also 
available on our website.  We will be looking forward to the
membership report this spring at the AGM.  Our club is very
healthy and continues to be envied by other clubs around. 
What makes ours successful... that could be a topic for 
discussion, but I think it is because our members are so 
open with knowledge, and eager to network to share ideas, 
products and, perhaps most important, friendship and 
support.  We are a team, and as the annual meeting becomes
closer, you may think about how you could help the club in 
a more formal way.  

Please send me maker profiles, article ideas on mentoring,  
techniques, hints or anything else that you think may trigger members interest.  Thank you so much to 
Bob Turner for his interesting article this time, and also to Matt, Ron and Larry for their input.

Finally, this photo's for you, Gerry!  Looking forward to seeing you soon!   Page 9

Frank Niro

1938 – 2018
It is with great sadness that I have to inform the WCKA membership that Frank passed away today, 
January 29th, after a lengthy and courageous battle with heart disease.  His loving wife, Peggy, will 
notify us if and when a Celebration of Life happens.  Frank will be always remembered as a valued 
and generous member of our association and was given a lifetime membership earlier this year for 
his dedication and promotion to custom knife making. 

We send our most heart felt condolences to Peggy and her family.

 Rest in Peace, Frank.  You will not be forgotten.



WCKA Membership Application For 2018

New member  ____________ Year 2018
Renewal member  _________

Membership Fee Structure – January 1 to December 31

Knifemaker/Associate Single..................$20.00
Knifemaker/Associate & Family.........$25.00

*Family members must all reside at the same residence to qualify for Family Membership.
Associate members include:  Collectors, Dealers, Mfr./Distributors

(WCKA Membership includes Newsletters)

Name(s): __________________________________________________

                             __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
                                             (Please include all names for family membership)

Address: __________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ Prov./State _______

Postal Code/Zip Code: _____________________________

Phone: __________________________________  Fax: _________________

E-mail address: _________________________________________________

Payment enclosed:  $ _____________     Date: _______________________

Membership list, complete with member information, will be sent to all members.  Do you
want your name to appear on this list?

Yes ________

No _________

Return to:  WCKA, Box 126, Tilley, AB T0J 3K0  403-362-1015        bev.clow.bc@gmail.com 
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