
     Western Canada 

    Knife Association

        Volume 17    Number 5

               www.wcka.org

  

          August 2017

WCKA Members Enjoy the Wonderful.....

Reynolds-Alberta Museum Metal Art Show and Sale
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Read about this event and see more photos elsewhere in this newsletter...
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It 

Looks like winter has arrived here in Alberta after a false start a couple of weeks ago. 
At that time our daughter and son-in-law were without power for 66 hours.  But we 
were able to get the harvest done before the first snowfall.

 

Now to knife stuff...

We had a great time at Wetaskiwin catching up with everyone. Jim Takenaka and his 
staff did an excellent job as usual.  I received the collaboration knife  from Jesse 
Bartram and did my part.  I have now forwarded it to Jay Kemble for him to do the 
handle and presentation box. The damascus that Jesse created is amazing and 
hopefully I did not hurt it any!  This knife should be a hit in the upcoming raffle.

 

Hunting season is here and I hope to be able to do some research and development!

 

For those of you that have been to my shop,  I have done some cleaning ... believe it 
or not!   I sold my one old car (1929 dodge ) and replaced it with a model T so I 
needed room to work on it.

 

Better end this and get back to the shop for more cleaning and maybe some knife 
work. 

 

Hope this finds you all well.  Merry Christmas and a happy new year to everyone as I 
probably won't be talking to you before.

President's Report

Larry Strandquist      403 742-3852

lsknives@xplornet.com



Member Profile        

 

David E Hardy

Salmon Arm, B.C.

250-832-4123

I am not an artisan by any stretch.
However, my enjoyment of knives is
based on the aesthetics,
imagination and talent of those who
create the art and utility of the
finished product.  I enjoy talking
with the creators and hearing their stories of why they decided on a design and what
they discovered while in the manufacturing process.

My father directed me as a small lad to carry and care for a folding blade pocket 
knife.  As time progressed, I recognized the necessity of having a blade at hand – 
always.

I buy and sell knives (and other things) to finance my private collection of knives that
interest me.

I was born and raised in British Columbia.
 I spent two years in the late '60s, touring 
Europe on a motorcycle.  Part of my
journey was spent working with a
company  “Tower Gun Works” making and
maintaining firearms, blades and
pyrotechnics on film sites.  

I am now a retired trades instructor
 from Kwantlen Polytech University 
and enjoy life in Salmon Arm.
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     2017 Metal Art Show and Sale

Reynolds-Alberta Museum

Wetaskiwin, Alberta

                        Submitted by Jim Takenaka

Well, the 6th annual Metal Art Show and Sale is 

now history. This year again, we saw the number of

exhibitors grow. Fifty-five exhibitors displayed 

their work throughout the main gallery of the 

Reynolds-Alberta Museum on the weekend of 

September 16 and 17, 2017.

And the best part? Twenty-one of those exhibitors were knife makers! This is the most we’ve had yet 

with newcomers Tim Artymko, Edward Kusnetsov, and Tim Vanderwekken joining the crafters of 

cutlery.

For the past year I’ve been claiming that the Metal Art Show and Sale has become the largest 

gathering of custom knife makers in Alberta. Then, one of the exhibitors really started my brain box 

going when she asked, “Is it possible it’s also the biggest in Western Canada?” I liked the sound of 

that! But is it true? My megalomania knows no bounds, so if someone can refute that claim, let me 

know.

Visitor attendance at the Metal Art Show and Sale was about the same as it was last year with just 

over 1,400 people coming through the gates over the two days. Fifty-five exhibitors required 72 tables

for their displays. I actually had to go out and beg, borrow and steal some tables from other places in 

the city. We’re now at the point where we’re going to have to expand into other areas of the museum 

next year. Either that, or limit the number of exhibitors we accept for the show. That would be my last 

choice.

This year, Roger Hatt entertained the crowds with an afternoon cannon firing demonstration. Roger 

arrived at the museum with three working miniature cannons he had constructed between his knife 

builds. He fired off two of them off each afternoon. On the first day I forgot to warn the cashiers in 

the museum store to expect a large bang. We had to call the cleaners in.

Saturday evening, we gathered together for supper at the local Wetaskiwin Legion. An Ontario wood 

turner named John Bryant joined us and displayed a variety of woods he had coloured and stabilized. 

Several of us grabbed the opportunity to restock our supply of knife scales.

The weekend came to an end all too soon as it always does for me. Sadly, I miss out on a lot of the 

summer knife gatherings due to my work schedule. The Metal Art Show and Sale in Wetaskiwin is 

one of the few opportunities I have to rub shoulders other knife makers. Hopefully, sooner rather than 

later, I’ll run into everyone again.

Thanks for a great time, everyone! Same time next year?



Larry and Susan Strandquist

Bob and Mary Campenot

Jason and Kim Leclair

Darby Grady Jay West

Sheila and  Cal Heinrich



Wayne Hamilton

Edward Kusnetsov  Tim Vanderwekken,

Lois and Irvin Brunas

Maureen and Jay Kemble

Susan and Allen Neal



Roger and Diane Hatt

Ed and Marg StorchMatthew Rehman

Clare Broeksma

Vern and Susan Lynes

Bev and Jim Clow

Also with a table was

Tim Artymko who, I

apologize, did not get

a photo of



Deer Antler Embellishments for Knives and Sheaths #2 
     submitted by Wayne Hamilton
(Editor's note:  Wayne's first article on deer antler embellishments appeared in the WCKA February 2017 newsletter.  Here

is his second and final article on this interesting hobby.)

The second method I use for making turned decorations for embellishing my knives and sheaths is 

similar in many respects to the first method, except it is more conducive to making multiples at a 

time.  Instead of a wood screw for an arbour, I use a bicycle spoke and nut.  I prefer the older spokes 

because they are smaller in diameter and have completely raised threads.  This allows the holes in the 

beads to be smaller and the nuts to be used on the non-threaded ends of the spokes without any 

modification.  However, they have become impossible to find around here.  The new spokes are 

larger in diameter and the threads not completely proud of the shaft, so the nuts only work on the 

threaded end and must be forced onto the non-threaded ends or reamed out to fit.  Nails or other wire-

like objects can be used for arbours but generally they require a larger hole which I believe is less 

desirable for beads.  

To prepare the arbours, cut the head-end a spoke, and solder a nut onto each end to prevent them from

unscrewing while working and then cut the spoke in half to make two arbours.  The nuts are plated 

brass and once the plating wears off, which 

happens quite quickly, the brass oxide stains

the ends of the beads.  This problem 

can be prevented by adding two or three very 

small non-brass washers to the shaft before

installing the rough blanks.  The washers 

also act like bushings to help reduce heat 

and potential burning at the bead’s point-of-

contact.  The shaft is now ready to use.

Begin with rough blanks that have been drilled

through with a bit sized just large enough to 

allow the beads to turn freely on the arbour.  

If the hole is too large the beads will wobble

and end up significantly out-of-round.  Mount up to 4 or 5 blanks that will be ground to 

approximately the same diameter and secure the end of the arbour in a device that will hold the 

assembly securely.  The thrust developed while pre-forming on the grinder along with the heat 

generated on the shaft makes it virtually impossible to hold the arbour by hand.  A hand chuck is ideal

and provides a large measure of safety and control.  Eye protection is also a must.

I start grinding on a 36 grit belt.  If the blanks are quite coarse, I use the slack portion of the belt.  As 

the stack becomes more rounded, I move closer to the wheel above the platen where the belt is tighter

and then move to the platen.  If the initial blanks are more refined, I go directly to the platen.  

Whatever the case, apply the blanks across the belt at close to a 90° angle to start them spinning and 

then reduce the angle to increase the stock removal.  If the beads stop turning, restart the spinning and

go back to the stock removal. 



A push stick made out of as scrap piece of wood with a notched end works great for controlling the 

vibration and applying pressure on the nut-end of the arbour while grinding.

Another worthwhile suggestion is to track the belts off the working side of the platen to help reduce 

damage to the arbours through accidental contact with the edge of the belts.  (Note the tracking in the 

above right picture).  It doesn’t show up well in the earlier picture of the arbours, but they incur a fair 

bit of abuse and must be replaced from time-to-time.  Usually the nuts and sometimes even less 

abused portions of the shafts can be reused.   

When the diameter of the beads has been satisfactorily refined on the platen, it is time to start the 

shaping.  Choose one bead at either end of the column, separate it from the others with your thumb on 

your handle hand and grind about a 45° flat one third of the way down on the top side using the same 

spinning/grinding process.  Next, go back and knock the two new corners off and continue this 

progression towards a rounded top.  Repeat this for each bead.  When all the tops are rounded on this 

side, reverse the stack on the arbour and round the opposite sides.  Change to a finer belt (120 or 220 

grit) and refine all the beads to their finished shape while frequently cleaning the belt.  The finer grits 

plug up quite quickly.  Using the same procedure, change to a 400 grit (American grade) belt or lap 

and pre-polish the beads.  At this point it may be easier to remove the stack and pre-polish the beads 

individually.

If you choose to use a lap wheel, starting the bead spinning may be a problem.  The air flow generated 

by the moving lap actually starts the bead turning when it is held very close to the surface of the lap 

rather than the tooth on the fine abrasive paper.  If you apply the bead to the lap too quickly, it may not

start turning immediately and can develop a flat spot that will probably need removing.  If it fails to 

start at first, try again.  It does work.  One drawback in using a lap is that you only get to work on the 

outside half-inch or so of the abrasive paper.  However, the remaining paper still has a lot of life in it, 

so it can be saved and used for another purpose.

When all the beads are pre-finished, stack a few of them on the arbour (sizes are not critical), top them

off with one or two washers and leave about a half-inch or so clearance when attaching the hand-

chuck.  Use a medium speed buffer with white compound to polish the beads to the desired finish.  By 

using the corners of the buffing wheel the beads will separate on their own so that each one can be 

polished individually and by pointing the arbour up or down the opposite ends of the beads can be 

polished without having to reverse the stack as was necessary in the grinding stages.  In the pictures 

below I’ve exchanged the hand chuck from my right hand to the left for the sake of the picture but 

normally I use my right hand and the opposite corner of the buff to polish the other end.



While I have used beads as the working example to describe how I make my deer antler decorations, 

the same process will work for other profiles.  The techniques I use are based upon my experience 

with the equipment I have to work with and they work for me.  If you are interested in trying your 

hand at making these kinds of decorations please feel free to adapt the ideas to suit your situation.  

That’s what this is all about.  I’m sure there are better ways to accomplish the same tasks.  If you have

or find better ways to do any of this kind of work, don’t be bashful.  No matter how small you think it 

may be, share your ideas so that in the end everybody benefits.   

**********************************************************************************

It is always interesting to see

what shirt Jim Clow will be

wearing when we meet up at a

show or WCKA get together.

This time at Wetaskiwin, he

sported this one...

I built mine

You bought yours

Long live 

Custom Knife

Makers



An Extra Special Addition to My Vacation by Ed Kuznetsov

This summer my wife and I spent a vacation on Vancouver Island. While salmon fishing on Campbell 

River, I received an email form Diane Hatt with some news from the WCKA.  I always read through 

the member’s profile. I saw a very interesting profile on Harald Moeller who I had never met before 

and I realized that he lived only 30 minutes away from the place we were staying. I thought that he 

would be the best person who could help me to find an exotic wood for knife handles, because he is 

an experienced knife maker and knows Vancouver Island very well. 

Harald replied to my e-mail almost immediately and invited me and my wife to his home. Harald 

impressed us with his “wall of fame” where he keeps his awards and pictures of the best knives. We 

didn’t notice how quickly three hours flew by.  Harald’s stories were very interesting and his advice 

was very helpful. It was a pleasant meeting and I realized how much we had in common - people who 

just met for the first time. 

Below is a photo of Harald and me holding some swords that Harald had made.  In the background is 

his “Wall of Fame'

(Editor's note:  Three things... I was so pleased to hear that Ed heard about Harald from the newsletter! Second, that 

Harald was so gracious in welcoming Ed and his wife into his home, and third, that Ed agreed to share his story with us!  

Thanks to both of you!!)



More memories from the Metal Art Show and Sale....

Vern Lynes's engraving and Jim Clow's knife sharpening demonstrations were areas of great interest 

Members connecting with members...

Stories shared, knowledge gained...

Shows are so much more than sales.........



The dinner at the Legion on Saturday night,

the visits outside the show and Jesse Bartram 

arriving with his beautiful blade for the 2018 

collaboration knife raffle... the fun never ends!



Dave Rehde from Kamloops.

2017 Roger Hatt 'collaboration' knife

Joshua Boardman

2016 Collaboration Knife

Wesley Lehmann

2013 Frank Niro Knife

Gerold Huber

2014 Collaboration Knife (no photo)

Rod Nielsen

2012 Collaboration Knife

Craig McKay

2011 Collaboration Knife

Rob Fletcher

2015 Rod Olson Raffle Knife

Where have all 

those raffle knives gone??

Here are the 7 lucky winners

since the very first raffle...



Salmon Arm Show    by Diane Hatt

In October of each year, the Salmon Arm Fish and Game Club host an Antique and Gun Show. 

Through the years, various members of the WCKA have participated.  This year, Ron Nelson, Cec and

Vi Harder, Roger Hatt and David Hardy were all table holders.  It is a relatively small show but 

friendly and everyone had a successful show from all accounts.  Here's a few photos I took when I 

visited with Linda and grandson Jaxon.

We were pleased that the Harders joined the Hatts and the Nelsons for 

some rest and relaxation the Saturday night of the show...



Membership update:  submitted by Bev Clow

Hi.  My name is Bev Clow and I will be doing the yearly memberships.  I want to thank Diane for 

doing a wonderful job for the past years.  With her organization and help, the transition was easy. We 

have had a few new members join our organization for 2018.  It is really good to see how our group is 

growing year by year.  Jim and I love going to the different knife shows representing the WCKA and 

meeting new people.

There will be a new membership form coming out in the near future, but otherwise there will be 

relatively few changes. 

 

My email address is bev.clow.bc@gmail.com

Phone is 403-363-6885

**********************************************************************************

WCKA DVD LENDING LIBRARY submitted by Jim and Bev Clow

A reminder that we have 14 DVDs that are available to WCKA members in good standing.  They are 

sent to members who wish to view them and hopefully find information that they can use when 

making a knife.  We ask that after a month that the DVDs be returned to the Clows.

Call Jim or Bev at 404 362-1015 or email j.clow@live.ca to check on the availability of a 

particular title.  The lending will be on a first come basis and there is a limit of 2 DVDs at any 

one time.  Titles are listed on the WCKA website.

Facebook Page Update:  submitted by Kim Leclair

Hello Members,

I would like to invite you all to like the Western Canada Knife Association's Facebook page 

@westerncanadaknifeassoc. Please also feel free to invite your family and friends to like the page 

also.

Members are welcome to post pictures, events and share your personal knife maker Facebook pages 

and/or websites.

Not on Facebook, please email anything you would like to share to kmleclair@gmail.com

*****************************************************************************************

At the Metal Art Show and Sale

Edward Kuznetsov had this very

interesting knife holder.  You

should ask him sometime how he

got to be the proud owner of this

great metal sculpture.

mailto:kmleclair@gmail.com
mailto:j.clow@live.ca
mailto:bev.clow.bc@gmail.com


Some final thoughts from the editor:

Some of you may have noticed that this newsletter was a little late in getting out.  Our lifestyle has changed a 

little in the last month.  Our daughter Becky has safely delivered a premature baby down at Vancouver, and we 

are now the caregiver for their 2 year old son.  A long story, but it looks like we will have him for several more 

weeks.  Finding time to do the newsletter was a challenge, and if there are mistakes or omissions, that's my 

story and I'm sticking with it!

Many many thanks to Jim Takenaka for another awesome Metal Art Show and Sale.  It just seems to get better 

and better, and it is a great opportunity for our membership to meet and catch up on projects and activities.

Also a huge thank you to Bev Clow for taking on the membership role for the club.  She has some great ideas 

to streamline things and I am so happy that she has agreed to do this.  Those Clows are the best!

And another thank you to Kim Leclair for maintaining the WCKA Facebook page.  When we were in Montana 

this August, their member who looks after the Montana Knifemakers Association website told me that he visits

our site regularly because he feels it is so well done.  So thanks Kim!

We have been in contact with Jay Kemble who is now in possession of the Collaboration Knife.  We know that 

it is in good hands for the final portion of the project and look forward to seeing the final art piece before too 

long.  To the right is the original drawing that Jesse

did before starting the blade for the project.

In October, Susan Neal made a trip westward and spent a 

couple of days with us and the Nelsons.  To the left is a photo of Susan, Ron and Roger standing in Ron's 

workshop.  Is there anything better than doing shop tours?

It makes my life so much easier when I get submissions from members for the newsletter.  Thanks to Wayne, 

Jim and Edward for submissions this month.  I also need some more member profiles, so if you have not given 

me one, please send it to dianehatt@hotmail.com

As mentioned in my last newsletter, this is a wonderful supportive group, and I know that the membership will 

send all their positive vibes and wishes to Linda Nelson as she undergoes some cancer treatments.  

This will be the last newsletter for 2017.  Roger and I wish everyone the very best of the season and we hope 

that 2018 is a great year for you!






