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Several WCKA members participated in the First Annual (we hope) Metal Art Show held at the 

Reynolds Alberta Museum in Wetaskiwin on September 29th and 30th.  In this photo, Morris 
Nesdole and Clare Broeksma show their knives to a fellow artist.  More about this event 

elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 



 

 

my new bike… maybe next year!) 
 
Anyway, hope all is well in your world.  Enjoy the fall 
and hope your creative juices are flowing nicely! 
 
Roger Hatt                          250-838-6649 
2862 Mabel Lake Road 
Enderby, B.C.  V0E 1V5 
 
hatt_custom_knives@hotmail.com 

President’s Report:   
 
As this most recent newsletter goes to print, I am trying to get the last minute knife projects 
finished before I head to my last show of the year in Salmon Arm this coming weekend.  It is hard 
to believe that the year is drawing to a close and Christmas is just around the corner.  It has been a 
busy time, getting in our winter’s supply of firewood, pressing our apple juice, going fishing…. 
 
First I want to thank Jim Takenaka for all his efforts to put together the Metal Art Show at 
Wetaskiwin held the last weekend in September.  It was Diane’s and my first visit to the 
Reynolds Alberta Museum and I can assure you, it will not be our last!  What a wonderful hidden 
treasure it is!  A person could spend several days meandering through the two buildings on site as 
well as the outdoor displays that we never got a chance to visit this trip.  
 
The facility was the perfect backdrop for the 19 artists who displayed their ‘objects of beauty’ 
amid the massive and extensive machines from Alberta’s past.  Tractors, automobiles and various 
other artifacts were wonderfully presented with interesting signs explaining their origins and 
reasons for invention.   
 
Nearby was Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame which was filled with flying history.  Ron Nelson 
and I decided to do something a little different and took (separately) a flight in an open cockpit 
bi-plane, which is offered through the museum.  That in itself was amazing and the weather was 
perfect for seeing the area from high in the sky - not something I will forget in my lifetime. 
 
It was great to see 9 WCKA members there with tables sharing their beautiful knives with the 
Wetaskiwin community.  Members Ron and Linda Nelson and Susan and Alan Neal were also  
enjoying the show from the perspective of that of collector and appreciators of fine art.  
 
To put on a show like this takes dedication and hard work, so we thank Jim for spearheading this 
great event, and hope the Museum is open to having it again next year. 
 
Since the last newsletter, we also travelled to Missoula, Montana for the Montana Custom Knife 
Show.  We have been going to this show for several years and enjoy the fact that it is for custom 
knife makers only - no factory knives allowed.  This year it was held in the  Harley Motorcycle 
Shop, and was very busy with newcomers discovering custom knives.  A slow show for sales but 
interesting and fun networking with other knife makers.  (and no, Diane did not allow me to buy  
 

        



 

 

         Knives come in all kinds of shapes, are made 
from differing materials and are used for various 
purposes. George is a custom knifemaker. No two 
knives are ever the same.  After 30 years of designing 
and manufacturing knives, over 450 patterns have 
been developed. This experience allows Bandit to have 
the knowledge to serve his customers well. Specific 
intent of the finished knife dictates the blade shape, 
length and thickness.   These are the most important 
factors when creating the best blade for the tasks 
intended. 
         George believes in sharing his knowledge of 
knives in a wide variety of ways.  He believes that 
encouraging collaboration knives is a real boost to the 
new makers of the knife making craft.  He also teaches 
many knife making courses in the span of a year. 

Editor’s note:  This month, we profile George Roberts from Bandit Knives in Whitehorse.  George has been a member of the 
WCKA for several years and was instrumental in introducing the club to the idea of making a Collaboration Knife.  George was 
the ‘finisher’ of the first knife two years ago, and offered to be the ‘middle man‘ for this year’s third collaboration knife. 

 

Member Profile:  Gerry Roberts, Bandit Knives 
                                     Whitehorse, Yukon 
 
       Calling himself Bandit Blades, George Roberts has been making his handcrafted knives for 
over 30 years, most recently in his well-equipped shop in the McCrae area in Whitehorse, 
Yukon 
         George started making knives in 1978, primarily for hunters, fishers and collectors. At that 
time he was based in Parkhill, Ontario, a small community near Sarnia and running a fishing 
lodge near Wawa, in the Northern part of the province. He couldn't find knives made of high 
quality steel for cleaning fish, so he started making his own. 
        Now George makes knives for clients all over the world. As a founding member of the 
Canadian Knifemakers Guild, he was instrumental in the Guild establishing a web site for its 
members. 

                                                      
          

        As for his most memorable teachers, George says, “I myself had the great fortune to 
collaborate with one of my mentors, the one that took the time to share his knowledge, to teach 
me the mechanics of the locking liner folding knife. The time I spent with this man I will never 
forget. I still to this day believe that he is one of the finest folder makers on the planet, that man 
is the Great Steve Linklatter. Thanks so much Steve.” 
        George takes great pride in the quality of materials he uses in his knives.  Both fixed 
blades and folders share the same steels. Only their use dictates the type of steel used in the 
manufacturing.  For handles he uses exotic hardwoods, horn and fossilized ivory, and some 
man made materials.  His sheathes are always works of art in their own right.  
       For more information, George has a fairly extensive website www.banditblades.com 
 
George Roberts,,gr1898@northwesttel.net 
 



 

 

First Annual Metal Art Show and Sale 
 
       Jim Takenaka, Head, Programs and Events, of the Reynolds Alberta Museum spent many 
hours organizing the Metal Art Show and Sale held at the museum on September 29th and 30th.  
Nineteen exhibitors from Alberta, B.C. and Saskatchewan had tables set up throughout the 
main display area of the museum.  Visitors enjoyed a wide variety of metal art including 
sculptures, jewellery, folk art, iron work, knives, engraving, blacksmithing, CNC plasma cutting 
signage and tableware.  The art complimented the spectacular displays of antique equipment 
and motor vehicles.   
        The Reynolds-Alberta Museum focuses on mechanized history, primarily transportation, 
aviation, agriculture and industry. They have an outstanding collection of antique vehicles, 
vintage aircraft, farm machinery and industrial machinery. 
        Jim reported that over 550 people came through the doors during the two day event, free 
admission provided as an extra incentive, although none was needed to visit this extraordinary 
facility in Wetaskiwin.   
        For those who haven’t visited, it is well worth a day or two of your time.  The 200 acre 
property houses the main building where the Art Show was held, along with a huge second 
building that house the Canadian Aviation Hall of Fame.  Four special events happen during the 
year and displays change periodically.  This year, in March was the Wetaskiwin Snow Drags, in 
June there was History Row, in September the Harvest Festival and in September the Metal 
Arts Show and Sale which was part of the province wide Cultural Days. 
        For more information look up their website at www.reynoldsalbertamuseum.com 

               
  Clare Broeksma and Ed Storch have a visit                      Morris Nesdole enjoying the sights 

                  
 Gerry Kievit and Larry Strandquist sharing stories         Jim Takenaka and Ron Nelson looking at Brunas 
                                                                                                                Knives 
 
 



 

 

         
Linda Nelson learning some fine points of engraving from Charlie Barnett while his wife Judy mans the     
                                                                                     table. 
 

       
Beautiful display from Copper Mountain Metal Art             Interesting Folk Art display 
 

             
    Jay Kemble showing off his variety of items                                      Roger Hatt at his table 
 
 
 

                     



 

 

   
          Rob and Marilyn Ridley from Canadian Knifemakers were busy at their table throughout the weekend. 
 

                  
                                                                                   

                                                 Artists, Artists Everywhere!! 
 

            
 
No matter what your style or choice, there was something here to stimulate and entice…….. 



 

 

    
      

  
 
    Lois and Irv Brunas were kept busy during the weekend explaining the fine points of knife making.   
 

      
   

                                                   Always time for some fun !! 

      
 
 



 

 

Reflections on the Metal Art Show at Wetaskiwin 
  Submitted by Ron and Linda Nelson 
  
For the weekend of September 29 and 30, we went to the Reynolds-Alberta Museum 
and home of Canada's Aviation Hall of Fame in Wetas kiwin, Alberta. What a 
treat it was to travel to Alberta and be a part of this museum-based metal art 
show! 
  
Set on a very large, flat property, the Museum hous es not only large machinery 
of many kinds, but also heritage airplanes. The dis plays were animated with 
various videos, and longer-length film features wer e also available for 
viewing in a large theater on the upper floor. Ther e was a sizeable 
restoration garage with an extensive viewing wall a long an upper corridor, 
complete with instructional videos and matching sea ting alongside. 
  
Many cars were on display, right from the earliest made vehicles. There were 
also some very interesting home-customized contrapt ions. This is a very well-
thought-out complex, and visitors could easily spen d a couple of days taking 
everything in. There was a good-sized cafeteria ava ilable to serve customers 
and vendors, and we were fortunate enough to be the re the last weekend in 
September, when there was free admission to the fac ility. 
  
Linda could hardly get past the massive steam-power ed engine in the entryway, 
running slowly and sedately, complete with an enorm ous fly-wheel and see 
through oil reservoirs on each piston. Another spec ial attraction for her was 
the mock-up of a grain elevator complete with the g rain truck in place ready 
to be loaded. In the 'sheer entertainment' departme nt, she kept returning to a 
bright yellow 6-legged tractor for use on boggy gro und that had been modified 
to simulate a walking motion. Each leg-base was fit ted with a large chunk of 
cushioning rubber tire tread. The matching video sh owed this contraption in 
motion, plodding sedately around a farmyard. 
  
Ron Nelson and Roger Hatt took the opportunity to t ake a flight in a bi-plane 
around the local area, sportingly decked out in lea ther helmet and goggles. 
  
Now to the metal art. The vendors were integrated w ithin the walk- about area 
on the main floor, and it all seemed to work very w ell. Nestled amongst 
massive harrows, tractors, and other farming equipm ent, each table set out an 
attractive display of wares for prospective buyers.  As well as our regular 
WCKA knife vendors, there were various other metal artists, including 
blacksmiths, metal workers, and jewellers. In all, there were nineteen tables, 
a good showing for the first show in this area. It was a very enjoyable  
experience and Ron was able to spend over $500 with  out even trying.  
Linda didn't buy a knife at this show but did get a  beautifully engraved 
silver bracelet from one of the vendors specializin g in engraving. Several of 
us bought some of Duncan’s laser cut metal art piec es. Jim Takenaka did a 
tremendous job setting up this show and much of the  credit deservedly belongs 
to him and his staff. Everything from parking, acco mmodation, meals and 
washrooms were first class. 
  
Most of us stayed at a bed and breakfast/campground  right across the road, and 
enjoyed the benefit of a couple of quality local re staurants for evening 
meals. 
  
Overall, it was a very enjoyable time, and we hope that there will be  
opportunity again to participate in a show with suc h an amazing setting. 

 
 



 

 

Some other sights at the Reynolds Museum….  
 

   
 

     
 

      

 



 

 

Welcome to our youngest WCKA member!   
 
Wesley "Snipes" Neilson used some of his dads left overs to put his first 
knife together. Jim Clow gave him $20 to become a member of WCKA. 

He was so excited to be able to be a member. 
 
Welcome, Wesley!  We look forward to seeing all the wonderful things 
from you in the future!! 

A collaborative knife was made during this weekend.  Jim Clow provided the mosaic damascus, Ed 
Caffery forged it to shape, Steve Kelly profiled it, Dana Hackney ground it before heat treating, Jim 
Clow heat treated it, Ed Caffery did the finish grind and hand sanding, Steve Kelly made the bolsters 
and put them on, Roger Hatt put the handle material on and finished the sanding process as well as 
doing the decorative file work on the spine. 
JIm made the damascus in a 3"x3"x6 inch can.  He wrapped 1/2 inch and 3/8 W1 rods with nickel 
foil.005 thick, alternating 1/16 sheets of 1080 and 15N0 all wrapped in nickel foil together. Then the 
middle space was filled with 5/16 W1 rod in ½ inch square tubing.  The W1 rod was wrapped with the 
nickel foil.  The air spaces were filled with a mix of 1095 powder and pure nickel 10:1 ratio. 

Roger Hatt put stabilized spalted maple (provided by Jim Clow who also stabilized it) on the handle 
with a black vulcanized fibre spacer between the handle material and the bolster of 416 stainless 
that Steve Kelly made and put on the knife.   
         Bill Powell won it in the draw for the knife late Saturday afternoon, after the draws for donated 
items to raise money for bringing presenters to next year’s Hammer-In. 

 
                 

2012 Southern Alberta Hammer-In Collaboration Knife 
(Editors note:  In our June newsletter, I was unable to provide the information about the Collaboration Knife made at Jim Clows Hammer-In this 
year.  Thanks to Ron Nelson for the photos and Neil Ashworth for the text, I can include it this time)  

         .   
.  Bill Powell - the lucky winner!!                  The Collaborators :  Roger, Dana, Jim, Bill,  
                                                                                                          Steve, and Ed 
 



 

 

“The oscillating spindle sander works great 
for sanding finger notches or any other 
curved surfaces. Drums come in many 
different sizes, from 1/2" up to 2". 
The sand paper also comes in various grits. I 
use it a lot for profiling handles before I 
finish sanding by hand. They can be bought 
at Canadian Tire for around 
$160.00 (cheaper on sale).” 
 

 “What is YOUR favourite tool in YOUR shop?“    
We would like members to submit a short article along with a photo or two to share with other members.  For this 
edition, Gerry Kievit shares his choice. 
 
Gerry loves his oscillating drum sander.  He uses it for many things during the process of making 
a knife.  

  
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
Hatt’s hint: 
 
For finishing off those tight little corners, take a used flexible belt and, with a sharp utility 
knife, cut on the join whatever width of strip you want;  tear it off and voila, there a nice 
narrow little belt that can be used for that small area.  
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
Update on the WCKA collaboration Knife: 
 
This year’s knife has left the hands of Goerge Roberts and Jim Clow, and is now in the 
shop of Frank Niro.  From  initial photos of the project, this thirid collaboration knife is 
promising to be another exquisite piece of collectible art.  More on that in the next 
newsletter. 
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
 

                  
Jay Kemble and Roger Hatt sandwich one of the many great             Ron and Linda Nelson by the open pit bi plane that 
                interpreters at the museum                                                                  Ron and Roger took a flight in 



 

 

                           WCKA Membership Application For 2012 
 
New Member            _____                                                                   Year 2012 
Renewal Member     _____ 
 
Membership Fee Structure - January1 - December 31 
 
         Knifemaker/Associate Single …………………$20.00 
         Knifemaker/Associate & Family* …………….$25.00 
 
*  Family members must all reside at the same residence to qualify for Family Memberships. 
Associate members include:  Collectors, Dealers, Mfr./Distributors 
         (WCKA Membership includes Newsletter and opportunities to be part of our website) 
 
Name(s):     ________________________________________________________________ 
 
                 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
                 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
                 _________________________________________________________________ 
                          (Please include all names for family memberships) 
 
Address:   _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _______________________________________   Prov./State  ___________________ 
 
Postal Code/Zip Code:  ________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ______________________________            Fax:  ______________________________ 
 
E-mail address:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Payment enclosed:  $____________________           Date: ___________________________ 
 
Membership list, complete with member information, will be sent to all members.   
         Do you want your name to appear on this list?   Yes ________ 
 
                                                                                     No _________ 
 
Return to:  WCKA, 19861 - 114 B Avenue, Pitt Meadows, BC  V3Y 1N3 
                                                    
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

                        
 
Some final thoughts: 
 
I have decided to send the most current WCKA membership list in a separate mailing.  I have 
found, at least in my house, that Roger is constantly looking for the newsletter so he can find an 
address or phone number of a fellow member.  With it being separate, it can be tucked into the 
phone book and be readily available.  Please take a moment to look at your address details when 
you receive it and let me know if there needs to be any corrections.  (Larry, I think I got yours this 
time!!)  In this age of electronic delivery, it is always an unknown if a newsletter has been 
received or not.  Poor Susan and Alan missed the first 3 newsletter this year!!   
 
I really appreciate the items for the newsletter that people submit.  For this edition, I thank 
George, Gerry, Jim and the Nelsons for their contributions.  It makes my job much easier having 
the input and so much more interesting for our members to have the variety. 
 
Finally, this will be the last major newsletter for 2012.  The next regular one will most likely go 
out in February or March. How can YOU contribute??  
 
Diane Hatt   dianehatt@hotmail.com   250-838-6649 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Want Ads:  Ed Storch from Mannville, AB offers knife making and Damascus workshops.  For 
info call 780-763-2214 or email storchkn@telus.net 


