
 

 

2012-13  Executive: 
   President:  Roger Hatt 
   Vice President:  Don Stevenson 
   Secretary:  Linda Nelson 
   Treasurer:  Ron Nelson 
   Membership:  Ron Nelson 

WCKA Annual General Meeting 
 
Saturday, April 27th, 2013 at 5:30 at the KTSA show site. 
 
Please show your support by attending.  No one should pressure 
you to be more active in the Club than you feel you can contribute.  
Hope to see you there. 
 
Refreshments served. 

WCKA was 
represented at the 
Annual  HACS Show in 
Chilliwack on March 
10th and 11th, 2013.  
 Besides Ron Nelson and 
Roger Hatt, Mike Pisio was 
present selling a variety of 
his hunting knives. 
 
This two day show held at 
Heritage Park is a very 
busy one with people 
coming from the US and 
Prairie Provinces to check 
out the various products 
that are available.  Even 
with sunny warm weather 
outside, the crowds were 
steady both days. 
 
We had  Frank Niro’s knife 
that is being raffled by the 
WCKA on display which 
generated a lot of interest 
and resulted in significant 
sales. 
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                         Roger Hatt                                     
                                                                     
            hatt_custom_knives@hotmail.com  
2862 Mabel Lake Road, Enderby, B.C. V0E 1V5 
                       250-838-6649 

Here I am in my shop with Alessio Zilli 

President’s Report:   
 
Spring has sprung!  The snow has almost disappeared and a renewed sense of energy fills the world. 
 
Diane has to pull me away to go on any holidays, and when I’m away, I find myself mentally planning 
what my next project will be when I’m back in my shop. 
 
Earlier this spring, I welcomed Alessio, a young blacksmith from Switzerland into my shop.  He was 
thrilled to use my tools to make a couple of knives  and I enjoyed mentoring this young man who has such 
plans for his future as a knife maker.  He has since joined the WCKA so some of you will probably see 
him at future events.  Also, at the recent Chilliwack show, it was great to have one of our youngest 
WCKA members, Simon, visit the club table and say hello.  It is reassuring to know that as the older 
makers retire, that younger ones will take our place to continue the art of knife making. 
 
At this time of year, it is a busy time with our calendar, scheduling in all the shows, hammer-in and 
seminars that make this such a rewarding ‘hobby’.  We hope that as many members as possible will be 
able to make it to Kamloops on April 27th and 28th.  We will be having our AGM on Saturday night 
shortly after the show ends at 5:00.  If the weather cooperates, we will have the meeting outdoors between 
the Nelson’s and the Hatt’s RVs in the RV parking area.  Otherwise we will have it in a room in the 
building.  Refreshments will be served. 
 
As is becoming an annual event, the WCKA will also host a barbeque Friday night in the RV 
parking area.  We expect it to begin at about 6:00 pm after everyone has had a chance to set up.  
Everyone is welcome, including former members and friends.  Bring a camp chair if you have one. 
 
Hopefully everyone is planning to bring stories and ideas to the show in Kamloops.  If you have anything 
that you want added to the agenda, please let me know before the meeting. 
 
In the meantime, happy knife making!!  
 
 

 
 



 

 

My great passions - next to my wife - are hunting, fishing and working with beautiful and exotic woods, 
such as quilted maple, spalted maple, Coco Bola, Bubinga and others. The beauty about knife making is 
that it allows me to combine these loves. 

I had my first class 
in knife making 
nineteen years ago. 
My thinking was 
that after retirement 
I would have lots of 
time to spend on 
my hobbies. 

This led me to build my dream shop where I design 
and craft knives, sheaths and presentation cases 
from exotic woods. This 24 ft. x 30 ft. shop has a 
heated concrete floor, skylights and large windows 
that provide lots of natural light and, of course, my 
knife-making and wood-working equipment. 
 
Most days will find me with Lita, my Norwegian 
Elkhound in my shop.  As many of you may know, 
during Elizabethan times, dogs were a very important 
part of the knife-making process. The knife makers 
would lie in a prone  position for much of this process 
and the dogs would lie across their legs and feet to 

Member Profile:  Irv Brunas,  Grand Coulee, SK 
 ibrunas@sasktel.net      (306) 757-7776 
 
About Irv by Irv: 

           
 
Three examples of Irv’s beautiful knives:  above le ft Brittaney, right Grandpa’s Knife and below 
Gentleman Jim 

   
to keep them warm. Now Lita doesn’t have to do that; her job is to remind me to stop for lunch and she 
does this very well. 
 
I make most of my knives using the stock removal process. My preferred steel is RWL 34 steel and some 
damasteel ( nice but expensive). I enjoy doing file work and many of my knives feature arrowheads, vine 
with thorns or other intricate designs. Of the approximately 300 knives I have made, three quarters of them 
have been hollow ground. A large number of my knives go as gifts and are complete with a presentation 
box. My starting price for a knife is $290 and goes up to $1,400. 
 
As a knife maker, I am constantly working to improve my knife-making skills. Knife making is a craft that 
seems to have an infinite capacity for new techniques and designs. I am continuously searching for new 
ideas and I regularly attend knife-making workshops. 
 
Most of my knives are based on my personal hunting and fishing experiences, but I welcome suggestions 
based on a individual’s specific needs. 

 



 

 

 My Wood stabilizing process  submitted by Jim Clow 
 
I have had quite a few enquires on how to stabilize wood. I researched this topic for about 2 
years with little success. I decided to give it a try once I found a polymer that was safe to use. I 
built myself a steel vessel that would hold about 50 knife handle blocks. The wood has to be at 
least 10% moisture content or less. Put the wood in the vessel and put heavy steel plate on top 
of the wood. Pour the polymer (I use 95-1000A, Gofery Wing Product) into the vessel so it is at 
least 6” above the wood. Seal up the vessel and pull as much vacuum on the vessel as you can. 
I turn on the vacuum pump until the gauge shows it’s not sucking anymore. I turn off the pump 
and close the valve so it stays on vacuum. The next day I turn on the vacuum pump again until 
shows it’s not sucking anymore. I continue this process for minimum of 1 week but sometimes 
longer. Once I am sure that it won’t take anymore vacuum I release the vacuum and put 120 psi 
into the vessel. Again I will put 120 psi in and close the valve. I will do this again for minimum 1 
week and sometimes longer. Once I am done the pressure cycle I will release the pressure and 
take the wood out of vessel and wrap each individually piece with heavy duty tin foil as tight as 
possible. I then put the wood into a steel container and put in oven and cook at 215 F for 4-5 
hours. This kicks the catalyst in to harden the wood. I have had great success with this 
procedure and if you would like any more info please give me a call. 
 
Jim Clow 
403-362-1015  
 

        
The vessel for stabilizing wood     An example of the variety of colours and grains             A close up of some stabilized wood           

         
                                       
 
****************************************************************************** 
 

 “What is YOUR favourite tool in YOUR shop?”   
  
We would like members to submit a short article along with a photo or two to share with other members.  For this 
edition, Ron Nelson shares his choice. 
 

Ron’s favourite tool in his shop is his vacuum clea ner to help him clean up his 
messes!! 
                
 
#################################################################### 



 

 

Hatt’s hint: 
 
Don’t throw those old band saw blades away.  I recently discovered that I could 
resharpen them with a dremel and a cut off wheel.  It takes a little time, but us retired 
folks have more time than money. 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 

Third Annual Southern Alberta Hammer-In: 
 
Mark June 14th, 15th and 16th on your calendar as a must attend event. It is date of the 
Third Annual Hammer-In at Clow’s in Tilley, Alberta.  The line up of demonstrators this 
year will be Ed Caffrey MS, J. Neilson MS, Bruce Bump MS, and Steve Kelly JS.  For 
more information and a registration form contact Jim Clow 
jim.clow@jayceewelding.com or phone 403-362-1015.   
 
Susan Neal is going to organize another raffle during this weekend, and she suggested 
that anyone who wishes to participate bring something handmade to donate.  This can 
be anything from photographs to jewellery to ???  It was a fun way last year to help the 
Clows bring in such talented people to this Hammer-In. 
 
This  whole event is a wonderful opportunity for knife makers and collectors to get 
together to share and gain knowledge in a relaxed, friendly atmosphere.  
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
 
Second Annual Metal Art Show and Sale  
 
The second annual Metal Art Show and Sale will be happening this autumn at the 
Reynolds-Alberta Museum in Wetaskiwin, Alberta on September 21 and 22, 2013! 
Exhibitor Application forms must be returned to the Reynolds-Alberta Museum by 
Friday, August 23, 2013. Limited space.  The registration forms are available at 
http://www.history.alberta.ca/reynolds/specialevents/metalartshow.aspx 
 
For more details or information, contact JIM TAKENA KA at the Reynolds-Alberta Museum 
Phone: 780-361-1351 Fax: 780-361-1239 Email: jim.ta kenaka@gov.ab.ca 
OR visit us at: www.ReynoldsAlbertaMuseum.com  
 
On a personal note, we really enjoyed going to this show last year and could have spent 
longer exploring the wonderful museum that hosts it.  If you have the opportunity, plan 
on spending an extra day just to see all the historical exhibits that take you on a journey 
through the development of machines. 
 
 
 



 

 

George Roberts:  Teacher with a Cutting Edge 
 
        George sent  me a  write up that was done in the Whitehorse STAR in February that was 
called ‘Seniors cut to the chaste of skill-learning’.  This course, one of several offered by New 
Horizons, free of charge, administered by Yukon Artists@Work organization, was taught by 
WCKA member George Roberts.  This was the first time that George taught the art of making a 
folding knife, and the first time for instructing an all-seniors class.   
        “I figure we have enough time, and they have enough patience, so I thought we would give 
it a try,” said George in the interview.   
        One of the participants, Glenn Piwowar, explained that he was instantly attracted to this 
course because he describes Roberts as extremely knowledgeable with an incredible 
willingness to share decades of his experience with others.  Piwowar liked the challenge of the 
eye-hand coordination needed to make his mastodon handled knife, and also enjoyed learning 
how to use all the tools necessary. 
 
        George also had another first in his teaching experience - 15 youth making their first 
carving knives part of their programme learning to be carvers .Here are some photos of that 
session done in March. 
 

             
 

         
 
Later this month, George  will be doing a workshop with the Kynlin Dunn First Nations Mens 
programme . It will be a four day course where the men make a hunting knife.  After attending 
the Kamloops show, he has a workshop in Fairveiw Alberta on his way back to Whitehorse.  
 
With all these education courses, it is hard to believe he still has time to make knives of his own to sell.  
Keep up the terrific work, George Roberts of Bandit Knives!! 



 

 

Western Canada Knife Association 

 
The club has four executive members that do the majority of the decision making for the organization.  This 
includes President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. 
 
President:  S/he is responsible for the overseeing the Clubs business and assigning jobs to various 
members to share the tasks.  The President arranges for the annual general meeting and ensures that the 
date, the location and the time for that meeting is communicated to all Club members.  Usually, s/he chairs 
club meetings and makes sure annual reports are sent into the Registrar of Societies.  The president is also 
one of the signing officers on the club account. 
 
Vice-President:  In the event that the President resigns or is unable to continue with his/her duties, the V-P 
assumes the President’s duties.  The president and the VP keep in touch to discuss club events and 
issues. 
 
Secretary:  The Secretary takes the minutes at the AGM and has them ready for publication in the Club 
newsletter.  The Secretary handles all the Club’s correspondence and, at any formal club meeting including 
the AGM, shares the minutes of the previous meeting. 
 
Treasurer:  This is the Club’s banker and also a signing officer, depositing all club money into the club 
account and issuing cheques for club expenses approved by the membership.  The Treasurer presents a 
clear, verifiable statement of the Club’s account at the AGM. 
 
Jobs to be covered: 
 
1.  Arrange for judging at the custom knife competition.  Prepare necessary forms and the judging location. 
 
2.  Order plaque awards for the knife competition and have the necessary engraving done. 
 
3.  Purchase and organize refreshments for the AGM. 
 
4.  Publish the Club newsletter and get a copy out to every member.  Many letters now go out by email and the rest 
are mailed by regular mail. 
 
5.  Arrange a social get-together for club members at a time and place where most can attend. 
 
6.  Look after issuing the membership cards and keep a list of members and their contact information.  (Membership 
cheques are forwarded to the treasurer.) 
 
7.  Set up, take down, and store the Club equipment at the annual KTSA show in Kamloops.  This includes the club 
banner and support frame. 
 
8.  Ensure that the WCKA website is maintained and kept up to date. 
 
9. If the raffle is taking place, do all the legal licensing for the event through the Lottery Commission, print and record 
all raffle tickets, collect the tickets and money, forward all money to the treasurer and arrange for the draw at the 
KTSA Show in Kamloops.  Also ensure that the knife is delivered safely to the winner. 



 

 

Some photos 
from the 
Prince George 
Show in 2012.  
WCKA 
members Don 
Stevenson, 
Roger Hatt 
and Gerry 
Kievit enjoy a 
visit.  Who’s 
going this 
year? 

WCKA Awards: 

 
In the WCKA, one  of our mandates is to share knowledge, critique and mentor each other in 
order to  improve our mastery in the art of knife making.  One way to accomplish this is to 
encourage members to enter the annual knife competition at our Kamloops Show.  This is 
where an independent ‘judge’ carefully examines the entries, and using a set of criteria, 
determines the winner of each category.  These categories are Best Hunter/Utility, Best 
Bowie, Best Art, Best Folder, Best Miniature, WCKA New Maker, and Best of Show.  For 
2013, there will be two new categories added:  a ta ctical knife category, including both 
fixed blades and folders within the same competitio n, and a Damascus Award - to be a 
competition in which you must make your own knife o ut of your own home-made 
Damascus. 
 
In order for the competition to happen, we need at least two entries per category.  The winner 
receives a wall plaque to keep and a smaller metal tag that can be sold with the winning knife.  
To date, we have one confirmed judge and two pending.  This can be an exciting and much 
anticipated fun event.  Please consider entering your favourite knife this year in Kamloops .  
For more information on entering, contact Roger Hatt at hatt_custom_knives@hotmail.com or 
phone 250-838-6649 
 
WCKA Knife Competition Rules: 
 
1.  Only members of the Western Canada Knife Association who have a sales table can participate in the knife 
competition at the annual show. 
 
2.  The exception to the above rule is for a member who wishes to enter a knife he has made in the new maker 
category.  There will be no requirement to have a sales table.  He/she may only enter this category once. 
 
3.  For the knife competition, only knives made since the WCKA Show of the previous year may be entered in the 
competition. 
 
4.  There needs to be a minimum of two (2) entries for each category for there to be a competition.  The exception 
will be the New Maker category. 
 
5.  Knives entered in the WCKA Show in  Kamloops cannot have been entered in other knife show competitions. 
 
6.  For all knives entered into competition, the maker must have done all the work himself or herself.  The exception 
are heat treating, engraving and scrimshaw 
 

     



 

 

               Western Canada Knife Association 
Annual General Meeting 2013  

 
Agenda 

 
1.      Welcome and introduction of new members since last year 
 
2.      Minutes from the 2012 AGM to be read out and approved 
 
3.      Reports: 
            Membership:  Ron Nelson 
            Treasurer’s report - Linda Nelson 
            President’s Report - Roger Hatt 
 
4.      Old Business  
            A)  Knife Raffle - Roger 
            B)  Friday Night Social - Ron and Linda 
            C)  Charitable donations - enough money yet? 
            D)  Web Page - Ron 
             
5.      Election of Officers  
            President 
            Vice President 
            Treasurer 
            Secretary 
 
6.      New Business: 
            A)  Collaboration Knife for 2014 
            B)  Social Activities 
            C)  Knife Competition  
            D)  Web site - comments, suggestions 
            E)  DVD lending Library - Ron 
            F)  Other new business 
 
7.      Upcoming Shows:   
            Prince George:  May 4, 5 
            Lumby: June 
            Southern Alberta Hammer-In:  June 14, 15, 16 
           Vernon:  Aug. 30, 31 
           Wetaskiwin Metal Art Show:  Sept. 21, 22 
            Salmon Arm: Oct. 19, 20  
                     
  



 

 

        Memberships and Raffle Tickets:  
 
The Kamloops show will be your last opportunity to buy raffle tickets on the Frank Niro Folding Knife.  
Tell your friends and encourage others to come to our Club table in Arena C and buy their tickets for the 
chance to win a fantastic knife.  Also remember to return your ticket stubs along with your cheque for the 
tickets sold plus any remaining unsold tickets to the Club table in Kamloops so we can sell them during 
the show.  If you are unable to come to the Kamloops show and have raffle tickets, please return them to 
Ron Nelson or Roger Hatt by April 15th.  Thanks for your co operation in this matter. 
 
We will also be renewing memberships and signing up new members at the Club table.  Our membership 
year runs from January 1st to December 31st - a calendar year.  We will have our laminating machine at 
the Club table so if you renew early, you will be sure to get your membership card right away.  Please 
make sure that you fill in a new membership form if any of your information has changed in the previous 
year.  Of course new members need to fill in a form for our records so we can keep them ’in the loop’. 
 
Our newsletter editor will have an updated list of WCKA members in the May newsletter. 
 

        .               
 
Susan Neal and Jenny having some shop time             Roger Hatt, Linda and Ron Nelson showing off the 
             with Roger Hatt in March 2013               newest survival knife material ’Canus Hattus Gnawbilus’ 
 
##################################################################################### 
  

New DVD Lending Library for WCKA Members   submitted by Ron Neslon 
 
The Club has purchased several knife making related DVD's that are intended to aid the new 
knifemakers get started with their new craft. Some may be of interest with well established 
makers who are looking for new avenues to explore to further expand their craft. We expect to 
have these DVD's available at the Kamloops show on a first come basis with a limit of 2 (?) 
DVD's at a time. We will pay to mail them to members only and after a month we will expect 
them to pay to mail them back to us. 



 

 

             Western Canada Knife Association                      
WCKA Membership Application For 2013 

 
New Member               _____                                                                          Year 2013 
Renewal Member        _____ 
 
Membership Fee Structure - January1 - December 31 
 
         Knifemaker/Associate Single …………………$20.00 
         Knifemaker/Associate & Family* …………….$25.00 
 
*  Family members must all reside at the same residence to qualify for Family Memberships. 
Associate members include:  Collectors, Dealers, Mfr./Distributors 
         (WCKA Membership includes Newsletter and opportunities to be part of our website) 
 
Name(s):     ________________________________________________________________ 
 
                   _________________________________________________________________ 
 
                   _________________________________________________________________ 
 
                   _________________________________________________________________ 
                            (Please include all names for family memberships) 
 
Address:     _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _______________________________________   Prov./State  ___________________ 
 
Postal Code/Zip Code:  ________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ______________________________           Fax:  ______________________________ 
 
E-mail address:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Payment enclosed:  $____________________                   Date: ___________________________ 
 
Membership list, complete with member information, will be sent to all members.   
         Do you want your name to appear on this list? Yes ________ 
 
                                                                                              No _________ 
 
Return to:  WCKA, 19861 - 114 B Avenue, Pitt Meadows, BC  V3Y 1N3 
                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Some final thoughts:. 
 
For this edition, I thank Jim, Irv, George and Ron for their contributions.  I am running out of member 
profiles so please send me your profile if you wish it included in the next few newsletters.  Otherwise I 
will start bugging you on a regular basis.   
 
I do appreciate all photos that are sent to me.  I would ask that if you email them to me, to send them in 
highest quality so that I can resize for quality in the newsletter.    
 
Diane Hatt   dianehatt@hotmail.com   250-838-6649 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Want Ads:   
 
Ed Storch from Mannville, AB offers knife making and Damascus workshops.  For info call 780-763-
2214 or email storchkn@telus.net 
      
For Sale:  Oscillating sander for sale, like new.  Offers.  Roger Hatt  250-838-6649 
 
****************************************************************************** 
Upcoming Shows: 
 
Alberta Arms and Cartridge Collectors Association 
www.calgarygunshow.com 
Friday and Saturday, March 29-30, 2013 
 
Penticton Gun and Antique Show and Sale 
collector0003@gmail.com 
Saturday and Sunday, April 20-21, 2013 
 
Kamloops Target Sports Association Annual Gun and Antique Show and Sale 
www.ktsa.ca 
Saturday and Sunday, April 27-28, 2013 
 
** a reminder that the AGM of the WCKA will be held Saturday, April 27th at 5:30 right after the close 
of the show.  Refreshments will be served.   Anyone wishing to have things added to the agenda, should 
forward them to a member of the executive before the meeting. 
 
Southern Alberta Hammer-In:   
 jim.clow@jayceewelding.com or phone 403-362-1015. 
June14, 15, 16 
 
Vernon Gun, Antique and Outdoor Show   
Phyllis Bowman  pcwbow42@gmail.com or 250-547-1442 
Aug. 30, 31 
 
Wetaskiwin Metal Art Show:  
 www.ReynoldsAlbertaMuseum.com 
Sept. 21, 22 



 

 

 
 
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


