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Seasons Greetings to our WCKA Community 
Hope 2014 is a year full of creative endeavors and fun 

adventures!



President's Message:           Roger Hatt  hatt_custom_knives@hotmail.com  250-838-6649

Winter has arrived on the Shuswap 
and from messages I have received 
from other WCKA members, it has 
arrived in many places.  Some friends 
still tell Diane and I that “Snowbirding” 
is the thing to do, but so far, we enjoy 
the changing seasons and have no 
desire to leave our beautiful area for 
any length of time.

Another reason I like this time of year 
is that I try to get an inventory of 
knives ahead so that I can relax when 
the busy show season begins again in 
March.  I enjoy hearing from other 
knifemakers on facebook and via 
email that they are also busy in their 
shops making Christmas presents 
and trying out new projects.

From a conversation on Ed 
Caffrey's Wednesday Night 
Chat, I decided to try my 
hand at making a straight 
razor.  I used some of my 
own damascus and tried 
various styles.  My third, and 
last, razor is the one I am 
going to try to use!!  

                                                              Wish me luck!

It was exciting to hear from a couple of our youngest members, Elliott and Jessica Reiter, 
about the welcome arrival of their new daughter.  Diane is counting the months to the 
Kamloops Show so she can get in some cuddles.  With any luck she may get some before 
then!!  Congratulations from the WCKA!

Also exciting was the completion of the Collaboration Knife, designed by Elliott, ground by Jay 
Kemble and finished by George Roberts.  It is a very handsome hunting knife with some 
artistic additions that will be sure to be a hit.  Ron Nelson has kindly agreed to do the 
arranging for the raffle tickets and posters again this year.  We will have some info on that in 
the next newsletter.  Look for some photos elsewhere in this newsletter.

As I reflect on 2013, I am again struck by the wonderful community we have in the Western 
Canada Knife Association.  Each year it seems we make more meaningful connections, not 
only on a professional knife making level, but also on a personal friendship level.  I thank you 
all for your gift of friendship.  Diane and I wish you all the very best of this Season and a 
happy and healthy 2014.



Member  Profile:   Ed Storch submitted by Ed Storch

          Storch Knives
        780-763-2214
     storchkn@telus.net
   www.storchknives.com

My experience crafting custom 
knives spans 55 years.  As a master 
knife maker, I have instructed 
countless students in the stock 
removal method of knife making as 
well as exploring and teaching the 
intricacies of forging damascus 
steel.

My knives are in use worldwide.  I 
work from my rural workshop near 
Mannville, Alberta, Canada.  My 
shop includes a hydraulic press for 
forge welding and my own 
handmade grinders and forges.  Most steel is hardened in molten salt in my shop.

I became hooked on the craft when I made my first knife (from a saw blade and axe handle) at the age 
of 12.  Later, at Olds College, I learned how to heat treat steel.  Classes at Lakeland College in 
Vermilion, Alberta, showed me where to source knife makers' supplies and how to finish handles and 
blades to high standards.

I approach each project with the combination of skills, materials and techniques that will produce the 
knife best suited to its intended use.

I view my knives as an investment in the future, a 
legacy to be passed from one generation to the 
next.

(editors note:  This photo to the right was taken at the 
Metal Arts Show and Sale in Wetaskiwin this past 
September.  It was a display of various materials and 
projects underway.  There is always something 
interesting to see at Ed's table!)



WCKA Donates $400 to the 
Leukaemia and Lymphoma Society:

Editor's note:  This is the last article featuring the three organizations that the WCKA voted to support with a $400 donation at last Aprils 
AGM.  This month, member Gerry Kievit's daughter Rose has received support from the Leukaemia and Lymphoma Society.  It was our 
pleasure to make that one of our focuses.  Rose sent along this write-up outlining her journey.  The photo shows her and her proud Dad, 
Gerry.

My name is Rose Kievit. I was diagnosed with Acute Lymphocytic Leukaemia at the age of 18. 

The day we found out was August 16, 2001 and our lives were never the same since. I didn't 

get to go to college, as I was diagnosed 2 months 

after graduating High School. My life came to a 

halt.

 A month after diagnosis, I was given an overdose 

of chemo by accident which resulted in a stroke, 

where I was rendered paralyzed for almost a 

month. I also lost my speech completely during 

this period. When I recovered from the stroke I 

was left with a damaged brain stem - resulting in 

horrible balance, a speech impediment/stuttering, 

occasional shaking, and mild short term memory 

loss. 

 I missed out on being a young adult. From ages 18 to 25 were hospital visits, 

doctors/specialist appointments, and constant testing and examinations; three of those years 

were chemo and radiation treatments. I didn't get to move out, go partying, or whatever a 

young adult does. My mom had to shut down her cleaning business to drive me to the 

hospital and doctor's appointments. My dad missed a lot of work to stay at the hospital or 

take me to appointments as well.

 I was very lucky, because of my age I was put on a pediatric protocol, which meant my 

chances for survival were 82%, while the adult protocol survival rate at that time was 50-60%. 

After the 3 year battle, my journey wasn't over yet.  I was suffering from extreme pain caused 

by hip joint deterioration. I was wheel chair bound until I got double total hip replacements at 

age 25 which have enabled me to walk painfree. 

I have been cancer-free for almost 12 years. With more research hopefully the survival rate for 

other types of Leukaemia and for adults over 19 can have a better survival rate too. Now we 

live relatively normal lives, though mine will never be the same. The donation WCKA made will 

benefit Leukaemia patients everywhere through more research, and I really appreciate it that 

you took us into consideration. 



“What is YOUR favourite tool in YOUR shop?”  
We encourage members to submit a short article along with a photo or two to share with other members.  This month George Roberts 
from Bandit Knives sent along a photo of his new favourite tool!  Thanks George!

   

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Presenting....  the new Collaboration Knife 

My new favourite knife making toy is a set 
of 14’’ wheels, 3600  on a 1-1/2
 horse baldor buffer.  It eats scratches for 
breakfast!  It's a little scary at first,
 but the big guy hates a coward!  
I'm going to try a set of these on a 1800 to 
see the difference. Have fun! 

Submitted by George Roberts

Thanks to the combined skills of Elliott 
Reiter, Jay Kemble and George Roberts, 

this years knife is beautiful!!  

Thanks, guys!



WCKA DVD LENDING LIBRARY  submitted by Ron Nelson

 A reminder that we have 14 DVDs that are available to WCKA members in good standing. They are 
sent to members who wish to view them and hopefully find information that they can use when making 
a knife. We ask that after a month that the DVDs be returned to Ron Nelson.  

Call Ron Nelson at 604 465-5138 or email at ronnelson@shaw.ca to check on the 
availability of a particular title. The lending will be on a first come basis and 
there is a limit of 2 DVDs at any one time. Titles were listed in the last 
newsletter and are available on the WCKA website.

Hatt's Hints:  When you are mirror finishing a blade, your worst enemy is the buffer... 
use it as little as possible.  You can finish your blade basically to a mirror polish with a cork 
belt loaded with buffing compound.  Then lightly buff your blade lengthways to avoid 
compromising your grind lines.

Some final thoughts:   
     Remember to send in any articles, pictures or ideas for future newsletters.  Thanks to George, Ed and 
Gerry for sending in some great things for this newsletter. I NEED more “Favourite tools in My Shop”  
submissions, and Knifemaker Profiles!!  
    The membership list has remained stable since the last updated one.  A reminder that your WCKA 
membership dues are now due!!  I have included a membership form for your convenience.

      Hope you all have a wonderful Christmas!                       My email is dianehatt@hotmail.com



WCKA Membership Application For 2014

New member  ____________ Year 2014
Renewal member  _________

Membership Fee Structure – January 1 to December 31

Knifemaker/Associate Single..................$20.00
Knifemaker/Associate & Family.........$25.00

*Family members must all reside at the same residence to qualify for Family Membership.
Associate members include:  Collectors, Dealers, Mfr./Distributors

(WCKA Membership includes Newsletters)

Name(s): __________________________________________________

                             __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
                                             (Please include all names for family membership)

Address: __________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ Prov./State _______

Postal Code/Zip Code: _____________________________

Phone: __________________________________  Fax: _________________

E-mail address: _________________________________________________

Payment enclosed:  $ _____________     Date: _______________________

Membership list, complete with member information, will be sent to all members.  Do you 
want your name to appear on this list?

Yes ________

No _________

Return to:  WCKA, 19861 – 114 B Avenue, Pitt Meadows, B.C. V3Y 1N3



 


