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Announcing:  
WCKA Annual General Meeting
Saturday, May 3, 2014 at 5:30  at the Show Site.
Please show your support by attending.  No one will be 
pressured into being more active than they wish to be.  
However, it is important for the health of any club to have 
changes in the Executive.  Please think about how you can 
make the Western Canada Knife Association stronger.

Refreshments Served.

Executive:
President:  Roger Hatt

Vice President:  
            Gerry Kievit

Secretary:  Linda Nelson

Treasurer:  Ron Nelson

Membership:  Ron Nelson

Newsletter Editor:  
            Diane Hatt

The WCKA was represented at 
the recent HACS Show in 
Chilliwack, BC on March 8th and 
9th.  There was a large crowd that 
took part in this annual event. 
Besides the Nelsons and the 
Hatts, Mike and Evelyn Pisio, 
and Mark and Jeanne McGee 
also had a table there. 
In this photo, Roger Hatt, Linda Nelson, 
Ron Nelson and Diane Hatt stand in front 
of the WCKA table.  There was quite a bit 
of interest in our club and at least one new 
member was welcomed.  Sales for the 
Collaboration Knife were brisk and 
everyone is hoping this year's winner 
comes from the Lower Mainland.



President's Message:           Roger Hatt  hatt_custom_knives@hotmail.com  250-838-6649

    Although we still have lots of snow lying on the ground, there is a definite springlike feel to 
the air, and daytime temperatures are usually in the double digits.  Spring means the 
beginning of Shows, and Diane and I just returned from our first show of the season, down at 
Chilliwack.  We stayed with good friends and WCKA members Ron and Linda Nelson.  In 
April, we have our Penticton Show and then we travel to Calgary for their large event.  
Calgary is a time to go out for dinner and catch up with some of our Alberta WCKA members.  
In May, we look forward to the Kamloops Show and the reconnecting  with many WCKA 
members.  Looking forward to all these events.
    In January, Diane got her wish when Elliott and 
Jessica Reiter came for an overnighter with their 
beautiful daughter Olivia.  While Elliott and I were in 
the shop playing with metal, Jessica and Diane were in 
the house watching every move that beautiful little 
baby made!!  
    In February, we travelled to Kamloops to catch up 
with the Niros.  I found it interesting how diverse the 
WCKA has become. On the one hand, we have the 
masters like Frank who have been selling knives for 
over 50 years and still has the passion for his craft. 
On the other hand, we have young members like Elliott 
who are just starting out in this business.  He is 
developing his website, getting advice on how to make 
the most of his product, and balancing time between 
his day job, his love of knifemaking and now his 
growing family.  Elliott hopes one day, Olivia will be 
building a knife!! 
 

I have been very busy in my shop getting my 
inventory up because I know I won't have much 
time to get out there soon.  I was fortunate to 
visit Jim Clow's shop twice after Christmas to 
play around with his forge and press.  Look in 
this newsletter for information on his Annual 
Southern Alberta Hammer-In that is happening 
in June of this year.  Jim has made a very 
informative video on the event.  Go to google 
and type in Southern Alberta Hammer-In and 
you should get there.  Unfortunately, we won't 
be there this year.  We are off to visit friends in 

Australia.   Australia....Hammer-In.... Let me tell you, it wasn't an easy choice!!
    Well, I am on my last weeks as President of the WCKA.  Our Vice President Gerry Kievit 
has hinted he would be willing to step up to the position.  I am hoping that other members will 
think about becoming a member of our executive.  Diane has outlined each position in this 
newsletter.    In the meantime, enjoy anything to do with knives!!!



  May 3rd and 4th  

Kamloops Target Sports Association
Presents

Gun and Antique Show and
WCKA Custom Knife Show

McArthur Island, Kamloops, B.C.

Due to the success of this over the last couple of years, the WCKA executive is 
hosting a BBQ in the parking lot around 6 pm after Friday evening's setup.  Everyone 

is welcome including former members and friends.  Bring a chair if you have one!

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Fourth Annual Knife Raffle

The collaboration knife to be raffled off this year was made 
by three of our talented knifemakers: Elliott Reiter, Jay 

Kemble and George Roberts.  The blade is Jerome 
Weinand damascus and the handle is from a narwhale tusk.  
When finishing the knife, George Roberts used mosaic pins 
and added feathers to both sides of the bolster and on the 
antler used for the stand.  This knife is a work of art and 

anyone would be proud to own it.  Raffle tickets are 3 for $5 
and may be purchased from Ron Nelson, Roger Hatt and at 

the Kamloops show on May 3rd and 4th.

Submitted by Ron Nelson



Member  Profile:  Frank Niro by Diane Hatt

     

    Roger and I spent a quiet February afternoon visiting with master knifemaker, Frank Niro and his 
lovely wife, Peggy, in their home in Kamloops, B.C.  We were early in our visit when Peggy 
dissappeared and returned soon with an attractive case containing the knives that Frank had made

blades, he now spares no expense in the materials he uses for his amazing folders.
    Years ago, Frank subscribed to Blade magazine. One of the bonuses he received for his subscription 
was a liner lock knife.  He decided to make one of his own, and taught himself to become a master at it. 
Because he recognized many other knifemakers were making a quality straight bladed knives, he 
decided to focus totally on folders, which has been very successful for him.
    Frank started selling his knives back in 1959/60.  After all these years, he still spends many hours per 
day in his custom designed workshop under the garage area of his home.  Because he is right in the 
middle of a subdivision, he had to become quite creative with his vacuum system to reduce noise and 
dust.
    At last year's WCKA Show in Kamloops, he was told by at least two people that they were pleased to 
see him “still making really nice knives”.  An understatement to say the least!
    Frank is a willing teacher, and enjoys sharing his knowledge with promising knifemakers.  Roger is 
indebted to Frank for getting him started in making folders, and there are countless others that have 
benefited from knowing Frank.  In fact, Frank says he is most proud of trying to help people and share 
his knowledge on a one to one basis.
    Frank credits Ron Lockhart as being his mentor.  Ron knows a great deal about knives and always 
gave Frank the feedback necessary to hone his skills into the master he is today.

       Frank Niro
1948 Gloaming Drive
    Kamloops, B.C.      
        V1S1P8

     250-372-8332

    niro@telus.net
 

for her.  It was full of gorgeous folders and one 
straight blade, most made with pearl handles.  When 
I asked about the straight blade, she said it was one 
of Frank's first knives.  What a beauty!  I think that |
Peggy is Frank's number one fan!!
       Frank has always been interested in working 
with raw materials, making things out of wood and 
stone.  His early interest in black powder 
encouraged him to make throwing knives for that 
group.  Starting out making knives out of sawmill 



    Frank enjoys teaching on the internet.  His favourite sites are Blade forms and KnifeDog forms.

If you get a chance, stop by Franks table at the Kamloops Show,
                                                                            say hi and admire his treasures!

This photo shows the straight knife in 
Peggy's collection of 'Niro' knives.  This 
was one of Frank's first knives.

Here are two of Frank's pearl 
folders and a look at some of his 
exquisite filework done to the frame 
of his knives.



News from George
(editors note:  Every month, I get an update from George Roberts of Bandit Knives outlining some of the great educational events that he 

hosts in the 'far north'.  I appreciate him taking the time to share what he is doing with other WCKA members.  Thanks George!)

 Received this note last month:                      
“Got a great news story of an event here at my shop this May. I have twelve ladies 

coming here to make Hyde scraping tools. That in itself is very cool but the real cool 
thing is, it is being coordinated by a young gal, Tania Larsson, who lives in New 

Mexico taking her studies of aboriginal art.  She is from the Northwest Territories; the 
ladies are all from the NWT.  The Funding to do all this is from the NWT ARTS. I would 
like to have this little tid–bit of interesting info in our newsletter for the membership 

to read as I think it will help and encourage others to hold workshops as well.”
Look forward to a followup with photos of this event in the next newsletter. 
And hope some of you take up his challenge!

       ***************************************************************************

George also sent a thank you....
“Just got a package from Ron Nelson and along with my raffle tickets 
Ron sent along a package of #30 drill bits. His only words were that he 
hoped I could use them  and, if not, pass them on to some one who 
could. I thought to myself, what a great guy and to think he is one of us 
- a real friend indeed. Ron noted 'look at the date on the package. It's 
1979.'   Wow! I just wanted to let Ron know that they are in my hand and that they will have an 
expiry date 2014!!  Thanks so much,Ron.  You're great!”
This was a workshop for the leisure time city of White Horse. It was a three part deal: 
first - make a boning knife; Second - go hunt a moose and Third - learn to debone, cut 

and wrap it for the freezer. All went well! Held here in Whitehorse for ten lucky 
participants this year.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 George will be at the Kamloops Show Tables C10 and C11. He will be putting on a workshop in Fairview, AB 
the following weekend at the college. Contact Sue Qayutnnuaq at fairviewlearning@gmail.com for information

...and finally, as 
George puts it,
“Another one for 
the wall!”

Congratulations!!



Mentoring 
    the future
            generations....
Received this wonderful photo from 
WCKA member Larry Strandquist.  He 
went on a successful hunt with his 
grandson, and got to try out one of his 
terrific knives!

Thanks for sharing, Larry!!

Learning new skills...
Elliott Reiter came to Roger's shop in January and 
spent a couple of days learning the technique of 

making folding knives.
Here is a photo of the 'parts' he made and the 

finished product he ended up with.

Good Job, Elliott!



****************************************************************
WCKA DVD LENDING LIBRARY  submitted by Ron Nelson

 A reminder that we have 14 DVDs that are available to WCKA members in good standing. They are 
sent to members who wish to view them and hopefully find information that they can use when making 
a knife. We ask that after a month that the DVDs be returned to Ron Nelson.  

Call Ron Nelson at 604 465-5138 or email at   ronnelson@shaw.ca   to check on the   
availability of a particular title. The lending will be on a first come basis and 
there is a limit of 2 DVDs at any one time. Titles were listed in the last 
newsletter and are available on the WCKA website.
****************************************************************************************************************

Hatt's Hints: When I am buffing a hollow grind knife, I always use a smaller buff than the size of 
the wheel that I ground the knife with.  For example, 10 inch wheel – 6 to 8 inch buff;  8 inch wheel- 4 
to 6 inch buff.  By using a smaller buff you will not wash your grind lines out nearly as fast as if you 
used a larger size buff.

********************************************************************************************************************************

...one last photo from 
George.....

Just another day in 
the shop!

  Larry Strandquist with a 
sword he made last year.  
Looks like he has a pretty 
nice shop to create his 
beauties in.



        The 4th Annual Southern Alberta Hammer-In: 
 editors note: As a female, non-knife maker who has attended this for the past three years, I have to tell you how interesting it is to 
attend this event.  Roger looks forward to it every year to mingle and learn from masters in the field of forging and knife making.  Here is 
a summary of the where, when, whos and hows of this years show.  Contact Jim Clow at jim.clow@jayceewelding.com or phone 403-362-
1015 for registration information.

Where:  June 13, 14, and 15, 2014

Where:  Tilley, Alberta, Canada

Who:  Ed Caffrey, Master Smith
Bruce Bump, Master Smith
Steve Kelly, Journeyman Smith
Kevin Cashen, Master Smith
Dana Hackney, Journeyman Smith

What:  WE HAVE ANOTHER GREAT LINE UP OF DEMONSTRATORS THIS YEAR. HERE IS A LIST OF SOME OF THE ITEMS 
THAT WILL BE DEMONSTRATED/DISCUSSED THIS YEAR. IF YOU HAVE OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST THAT YOU WOULD LIKE 
TO BE DEMONSTRATED PLEASE SEND ME AN EMAIL WITH REQUEST.

– FRAME HANDLE - DAMASCUS - METALURGY - BLADE TESTING - FORGING BLADES

 - TACTICAL KNIFE DESIGNING/BUILDING - GRINDING TECHNIQUES - KNIFE SHARPENING

 - SMALL SWORD GRINDING DEMO

THERE WILL BE MANY MORE DISCUSSIONS AS THE WEEKEND GOES ON. WE WANT TO KNOW MORE ON 
WHAT YOU WANT TO SEE AND WILL TRY TO ACCOMMODATE ALL REQUESTS.

–
How:   BREAKFAST WILL BE SERVED FROM 7:00AM-8:00AM

ALL DEMONSTRATIONS WILL START AT 8:00 AM AND COFFEE BREAK AT 10:00AM. – 10:30AM. HOT LUNCHES 
WILL BE SERVED AT 12:00 AND DEMONSTRATIONS WILL RESUME AT 1:00PM WITH ANOTHER BREAK AT 3:00PM. 
DEMONSTRATIONS AGAIN UNTIL 5:00PM. EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO HANG AROUND FOR THE EVENING AS WE 
USUALLY HAVE A BIG FIRE PIT GOING IF WEATHER PERMITS. THERE IS A LOT OF INFO/KNOWLEDGE PASS ON AFTER 
5:00.

WE HAVE LOTS OF ROOM IF YOU WANT TO BRING CAMPER OR LOTS OF GRASS TO SET UP A TENT FOR THE 
WEEKEND.

WE ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO BRING KNIVES OR OTHER SHOW AND TELL PROJECTS THAT YOU HAVE MADE.
EVERYONE IS ALSO WELCOME TO BRING ITEMS FOR SALE OR 

TRADE.
                                               

Registration Form and additional Information
 2014 Southern Alberta Hammer-In 

Registration.pdf (69.45K) 
                                Number of downloads: 20



2014 Metal Art Show and Sale  submitted by Jim Takenaka

editor's note:  Roger and I look forward to making our trek to Wetaskiwin each fall to attend this event.  The venu is unbelievably 
interesting and the talent that is around during this event makes a person upsize instead of downsize!!
We strongly recommend the Metal Art Show to anyone interested in metal in its many forms!

I always thought my museum would be the perfect venue to host an annual custom knifemakers show 
in Alberta. That was the initial idea that I pitched to my colleagues at the Reynolds-Alberta Museum in 
2012. I still haven’t lost sight of that vision, but I’ve realized I’m going to have to approach that 
challenge sideways rather than head on.

That being said, I’m currently working on the 3rd annual Metal Art Show and Sale at the Reynolds-
Alberta Museum in Wetaskiwin. The 2014 Metal Art Show and Sale is slated for the weekend of 
September 20 and 21.

Along with metal sculptors, blacksmith artists, jewelry makers, and CNC metal artists, one of the huge 
highlights for me is the custom knifemakers who attend. In the past two years, knifemaking talents like 
our own WCKA President, Roger Hatt, have graced the Reynolds-Alberta Museum at this event, 
sharing his experience and stories. Good thing his wife, Diane, was there to make sure the anecdotes he 
was sharing with fellow knifemaker Jay Kemble didn’t get too long or too ribald.

Other knifemakers in attendance included Ed Storch, Rod Olson, Gerry Kievit, Larry Strandquist, Clare 
Broeksma and Irv Brunas to name a few. Literally a third of the artists displaying and selling their 
pieces last year were knifemakers from BC, Alberta and Saskatchewan. Rob and Marilyn Ridley of 
Canadian Knifemaker Supply Limited were also on hand to provide materials and advice to aspiring 
and experienced knifemakers alike.

For those unfamiliar with the geography around here, Wetaskiwin is a city of some 12,000 people 
located 40 minutes southeast of Edmonton. The Reynolds-Alberta Museum is one of the largest 
museums in the province focusing on mechanized transportation, aviation, agriculture and industry as 
the main themes. The museum provides a fantastic backdrop and undeniable ambiance for the Metal 
Art Show and Sale. Exhibitors are interspersed among the vintage cars, antique tractors, and classic 
aircraft in the main gallery.

And here’s the reason for this article. Being both greedy and self-serving, I’d like to see more 
knifemakers at this year’s Metal Art Show and Sale. It’s a great way to gain exposure, grow your 
reputation as a knifemaker, rub shoulders with others who share a common interest (obsession, in some 
cases), make a few sales and simply have fun.

Feel free to get in touch with me if you have any questions!

Jim Takenaka - Head, Programs and Events (and aspiring 
knifemaker)
Reynolds-Alberta Museum, Box 6360, Wetaskiwin, Alberta    
T9A 2G1
Phone:  780-361-1351 Toll-free:  1-800-661-4726
jim.takenaka@gov.ab.ca
www.ReynoldAlbertaMuseum.com   



Western Canada Knife Association:

The club has four executive members that do the majority of the decision making for the 
organization.  This includes President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer

President:  S/he is responsible for the overseeing the Club's business and assigning jobs to 
various members to share the tasks.  The President arranges for the annual general meeting 
and ensures that the date, the location and the time for the meeting is communicated to 
all Club members.  Usually, s/he chairs club meetings and makes sure annual reports are 
sent into the Registrar of Societies.  The President is also one of the signing officers on the 
club account.

Vice-President:   In the event that the President resigns or is unable to continue with 
his/her duties,the V-P assumes the President's duties. The President and the VP keep in 
touch to discuss club events and issues.

Secretary:  The Secretary takes the minutes at the AGM and has them ready for publication 
in the Club newsletter.  The Secretary handles all the Club's correspondence and, at any 
formal club meeting including the AGM, shares the minutes of the previous meeting. 

Treasurer:  This is the Club's banker and also a signing officer, depositing all club money 
into the club account and issuing cheques for club expenses approved by the membership.  
The Treasurer presents a clear, verifiable statement of the Club's account at the AGM.

Jobs to be done:

1. Arrange for judging at the custom knife competition.  Prepare necessary forms and 
the judging location.

2. Order plaque awards for the knife competition and have the necessary engraving 
done.

3. Purchase and organize refreshments for the AGM.
4. Publish the Club newsletter and get a copy out to every club member.  Many letters 

now go out by email and the rest are mailed by regular mail.
5. Arrange a social get-together for club members at a time and place where most can 

attend.
6. Look after issuing the membership cards and keep a list of members and their 

contact information.  (Membership cheques are forwarded to the Treasurer)
7. Set up, take down and store the Club equipment at the annual KTSA show in 

Kamloops.  This includes the Club banner and support frame.
8. Ensure that the WCKA website is maintained and kept up to date.
9. If the raffle is taking place, do all the legal licensing for the event through the 

Lottery Commission, print and record all raffle tickets, collect the tickets and 
money, forward the money to the treasurer and arrange for the draw at the KTSA 
Show in Kamloops.  Also ensure that the knife is delivered safely to the winner.

WCKA Awards:
In the WCKA, one of our mandates is to share knowledge, critique and mentor each other in 
order to improve our mastery in the art of knife making.  One way to accomplish this is to 



encourage members to enter the annual knife competition at our Kamloops Show.  This is 
where an independent 'judge' carefully examines the entries, and using a set of criteria, 
determines the winner of each category.  These categories are Best Hunter/Utility, Best 
Bowie, Best Art, Best Folder, Best Miniature, WCKA New Maker, Best Tactical (fixed blade 
and folders within the same competition), Best Damascus (entry must be of a knife you 
made from your own home-made damascus), and Best of Show.

In order for the competition to happen, we need at least two entries per category.  The 
winner receives a wall plaque to keep and a smaller metal tag that can be given when the 
winning knife is sold.  This can be an exciting and much anticipated fun event.  Please 
consider entering your favourite knife this year in Kamloops.

WCKA Knife Competition Rules:

1. Only members of the Western Canada Knife Association who have a sales table van 
participate in the knife competition at the annual show.

2. The exception to the above rule is for a member who wishes to enter a knife he has 
made in the new maker category.  There will be no requirement to have a slaes 
table.  S/he may only enter this category once.

3. For the knife competition, only knives made since the WCKA Show of the previous 
year may be entered in the competition.

4. There needs to be a minimum of two (2) entries for each category for there to be a 
competition.  The exception will be the New Maker category.

5. Knives entered in the WCKA Show in Kamloops cannot have been entered in other 
knife show competitions.

6. For all knives entered into competition, the maker must have done all the work 
him/herself.  The exceptions are heat treating, engraving and/or scrimshaw work.

Things to discuss at the 2014 AGM:

1. George brought up the idea that the club should have a club pin that you could 
attach to your jacket or hat.  He has had one from the Guild for many years and he is 
constantly getting enquiries from people about it.  George will share this idea at the 
meeting.

2. With more and more members coming from Alberta, is there a need for a second 
annual meeting somewhere in that province to encourage more input?

3. Ideas for the next knife raffle
4. Executive changes.... who is willing to volunteer for a position?  Please have a 

look at the above descriptions, and think seriously about what position you 
would like to try.  In our club, we help each other so you will never be left out in 
the cold, so to speak.  It is time that some changes were made in the Executive 
this year.  Roger is completing his third year as President and cannot stand 
again. Ron and Linda Nelson have spent the last several years doing the jobs of 
secretary, membership, treasurer, raffle co-ordinator, and website maintainer.  
They would like to become simple members, if at all possible!!!!



Western Canada Knife Association 
Annual General Meeting 2014

Agenda

1. Welcome – any new members since last year?
2. Minutes from the 2013 AGM read and approved.
3. Reports:

      Membership:  Ron Nelson
      Treasurer:  Ron Nelson
       President:  Roger Hatt

4. Old business:  
       -knife raffle:  Ron
       -Friday Night Social – Ron and Linda
       - Charitable donations – feedback from last years donations
       -Web page: Ron
       -DVD Lending Library: Ron

  -Club hats and business cards: Ron
5. Election of Officers

        -President
        -Vice President
        -Treasurer
        -Secretary

6. New business
        -Knife Raffle 2015 (Poster idea from George)
        -Club pin (George Roberts)
        -Social Activities – Should we try for an annual WCKA meeting in Alberta? 
        -knife competition results for this year- Roger

                  -newsletter – Diane
         - other new business
        

######################################################################

Some final thoughts:   

     Remember to send in any articles, pictures or ideas for future newsletters. 
Thanks to George, Larry, Frank and Ron for sending in some great things for this 
newsletter. I NEED more “Favourite tools in My Shop”  submissions, and 
Knifemaker Profiles!!  Remember the success of this newsletter depends on 
people like YOU!!  
    We have welcomed a couple of new members recently.  A reminder that your 
2014 WCKA membership dues are now due!!  I have included a membership form 
for your convenience.  A new membership list will be forwarded shortly.

                    My email is dianehatt@hotmail.com This is Roger's 'Wolf 
Eyed Fighter' with 
reverse scrim done 

by Armstrong's 
Ginny Hall



WCKA Membership Application For 2014

New member  ____________ Year 2014
Renewal member  _________

Membership Fee Structure – January 1 to December 31

Knifemaker/Associate Single..................$20.00
Knifemaker/Associate & Family.........$25.00

*Family members must all reside at the same residence to qualify for Family Membership.
Associate members include:  Collectors, Dealers, Mfr./Distributors

(WCKA Membership includes Newsletters)

Name(s): __________________________________________________

                             __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
                                             (Please include all names for family membership)

Address: __________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ Prov./State _______

Postal Code/Zip Code: _____________________________

Phone: __________________________________  Fax: _________________

E-mail address: _________________________________________________

Payment enclosed:  $ _____________     Date: _______________________

Membership list, complete with member information, will be sent to all members.  Do you 
want your name to appear on this list?

Yes ________

No _________

Return to:  WCKA, 19861 – 114 B Avenue, Pitt Meadows, B.C. V3Y 1N3



Upcoming shows:

April 12 and 13 – Penticton Show  Contact Kevin at collector0003@gmail.com

April 18 and 19 – A.A.C.C.A Spring Arms Show, Calgary 

May 3 and 4 – Kamloops Target Sports Association – Gun and Antique Show
MCArthur Park, Kamloops, B.C.  www.ktsa.ca

May 10 and 11 – Prince George Gun Show  Contact Don at info@pgrgclusb.ca

June 13, 14, 15 – Southern Alberta Hammer-In

Aug. 29 and 30 – Vernon Gun, Antique and Outdoor Show Contact Phyllis at 
pcwbow422gmail.com

Sept. 20 and 21 – Metal Art Show, Wetaskiwin, AB

Oct. 18 and 19 – Salmon Arm Gun and Antique Show

NB:  These are the only shows that we are contacted about. If you wish some other shows 
put into the newsletter, let me know!

                   Roger got playful one day and displayed some knives as a clock!




