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On Saturday night, twenty eight WCKA members enjoyed a
dinner meeting at a Wetaskiwin Legion Meeting Room,
organized by our very own Jim Takenaka, pictured here with
his beautiful wife, Mona, who joined us for the dinner.  More
about this fabulous show in the newsletter.

http://www.wcka.org/


  

Hello everyone,

Since our last newsletter, its been a busy couple of months.  The highlight for me was 
the Wetaskiwin 5th Annual Metal Art Show and Sale.  A huge shoutout to Jim Takenaka 
and his staff for organizing this event.  It gets bigger and better every year!!  This year 
the crowds just kept coming in in record numbers.  By observation and from what I 
heard, most vendors declared it a success, not only in sales, but also contact for future 
sales.

Our little get together after the show Saturday evening at the Legion was also well 
attended.  The venue worked well for our group and the food was very good.  Haven't 
heard any complaints anyway.

Another great thanks goes out to Jim Takenaka for being instrumental in setting up our
supper for the evening.

Jim and Bev Clow did a great job of looking after the Club Table.  All our t-shirts as well 
as the club pins sold out.  More t-shirts are on order.  This time around we have added 
another colour - navy blue.

Little heads up...the AGM in Kamloops in April will be the time for elections for a new 
executive.  My run as Prez is up as I have served the maximum term of 3 years.  If 
anyone feels they would like to throw their hat in or nominate someone, give it some 
thought.

Till next time,

Keep Grindin'

Gerry    page 2

President's

Report

Gerry Kievit

780-662-3821

gkievitknives@hotmail.com



           WCKA Member Profile 

                Vern and Susan Lynes 
Address: Box 7376, 

Bonnyville, AB, Canada
T9N 2H7

Phone: 780 826-2047  cell: 780 812-6750
vslynes@mcsnet.ca

www.lynescustomcowboyco.com

Vern and Susan Lynes are one of only a few family
members of the WCKA that are both artists in their own
right – Vern as a knifemaker and engraver, Susan as a
knifemaker and scrimshander.

They met at a trade show and cowboy gathering in Pincher 
Creek in 1996 and were drawn to the other's artwork. They 
both took knife making classes from Roy Wirtanen in 2013.  
A few years ago, while searching for an organization of 
knifemakers, they found our WCKA website and attended a 
Southern Alberta Hammer-In at Bev and Jim Clow's in Tilley.
That cemented their interest in knives and both have been 
active members ever since.

Vern has built things his whole life.  He was a carpenter, mill 
worker, ranch hand, horseshoer and underground miner where
he soon recognized that he enjoyed working with his hands 
and had some skill in it. He became a silversmith after 
working as an underground miner in 1987 and took his first 
Silversmith Course in 1988 on bit and spur making from 
Elmer Miller in Idaho.  Later he took an engraving course 

from Jerimiah Watt in Wyoming.  Now Vern gives extensive courses throughout the year, so the cycle has been 
completed.  His bits, spurs and buckles are sought after by many in the cowboy community. Vern has one of his 
silver mounted bits in the Canadian Museum of civilization in Hull, Quebec.
Susan has been an artist for all of her life.  She enjoys pencil drawing
and painting in oils and watercolour.  Her Uncle Louis Planger
introduced her to the art of sculpting and she played around with clay
and baked it in the forge.  She later met Leon Levesque and soon she
found herself graduating to sculpting in wax and casting pieces in
bronze.  Susan has been very successful in this art with her work being
featured at the Calgary Stampede, Canadian Finals Rodeo, World
Professional Chuckwagon Association and many collections throughout
the world.

She has cast some butt caps for knives and is looking forward to doing
more with her knives.  Recently Susan has been experimenting with
scrimshaw because she always liked the looks of it and enjoys the
challenge of learning a new craft.  She has taken some courses, but learns
mostly by reading books and watching DVDs.  She does teach water
colour courses in her studio on their ranch.

Both say that the other is their biggest inspiration and critic, and it is a
testament to their commitment, that they not only 'play' in the artistic
sense together, but they also share the responsibility of running their
school bus business throughout the year.  They both look forward to retirement in the next year or so, so that they 
may concentrate on knifemaking and other creative endeavors.  We look forward to seeing what the future holds for 
these two talented individuals.

http://www.lynescustomcowboyco.com/


A new addition to the Wetaskiwin Show and Sale was 
the WCKA Club Table which members Jim and Bev 
Clow set up and manned for the two day show.  It 
turned out to be a very busy place with 12 new single 
and 3 new family memberships sold for a total of 19 
new members added to our membership.  

The general public seemed genuinely interested in the 
process involved in producing a quality custom knife.  
There were also many people that have dappled with 
forging and grinding, and want to increase their skill 
level by having existing members available for 
discussion and advice.  We also had a couple of new 
members who are already knifemakers and would 
simply like to become members of our association.

With Jim's skill and knowledge of knife and damascus 
making, and Bev smile and engaging personality, it is 

not hard to understand why this table was so busy.  Thank you to the Clows, for their super ongoing 
promotion of the WCKA.
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Jim and Bev Clow



WCKA Members at the Metal Art Show and Sale
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Faye and Clare Broeksma

Lois and Irv Brunas

Mary and Bob Campenot

Darby Grady

Wayne Hamilton
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Roger and Diane Hatt
Vice President Jay and Jay's Boss

Maureen Kemble

WCKA President Gerry Kievit New members Kim and Jason Leclair

Susan and Vernon Lynes Susan and Allen Neal



`Page 7

Nancy and Morris Nesdole Matt Rehman (right) and one of his many
assistants throughout the weekend

Marg and Ed Storch Larry Strandquist

Jay West

Besides these  16 table holders, we had many 
members visit and walk through the Reynolds-
Alberta Museum to enjoy the facility and visit 
with fellow members.  These included Laurie 
Yeadell, the Ridleys, Ron Nelson, Terry Lee, 
the Harders, the Gibbs, Bob Turner,  Ardvan 
Austin, and of course, the man of the hour and 
organizer of this amazing event, Jim Takenaka. 
(If I missed anyone, I apologize... it was busy!!)

Overheard by one member talking to a person  
contemplating membership who asked, “What 
does a membership get you?”  Our member 
replied, “To belong to one of the best groups in 
the world!!”  Wow!  Knife people are special!



Welcome New Members.......

Liana and Bob Bellavance

Paul Comeau

Tyson Duffett

David Dextraze

Dan Malinowski
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Ken Harding
Jared Manchester

Elinor Layden and Dion Meadows

Bill Missen

Scott Van Scheik
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Tim Vanderwekken

Allan Sinclair How wonderful is it to have so many
new members in our association.  They

vary in age, interest and proficiency.
We hope that they enjoy getting to

know us and feel free to submit
articles to the newsletter and questions
to our other members.  Also, we hope
that as future events and get togethers
are announced to take place in various

parts of the country, that they come
and network with us.  Some events are
social based and some are information

based, but all make us a stronger
group.

Welcome to the 

WCKA

We also welcome well known maker Emil 
Bucharsky to the club.  No photo available.

Alexander Wasylhiewicz



5th Annual Metal Art Show and Sale  by Diane Hatt

As vendors arrived at the Reynolds-Alberta Museum on Saturday morning, September 17th, the 
weather was a bit cool and wet, but spirits were high as we entered this world class facility to set up 
our table in order to show off our wears made of metal.

It always takes awhile to get to your designated spot because there are so many things to distract your
attention - other artists, new displays in the museum and, of course, friends that you meet here each 
year and have to 'catch up with'!  However, when the doors opened to the public at 10:00, we were 
ready!

The public arrived and although I have no official numbers, it seemed like there were more visitors 
than in previous years.  Questions were asked, stories were shared, deals were made and fun was 
had...

Throughout, Jim Takenaka, head programs and events coordinator, was there to deal with any 
concerns or problems (not that I heard of any!) and to make sure everyone was happy.  A real plus to 
this event is the 'Exhibitor's Room' area where we can grab a cup of coffee or tea, a treat to munch on
or just a quiet area to 'get away from it all'.  Thanks, Jim!

Another plus this year was the arrival of WiFi in the main area of the museum. This was great if any 
information had to be accessed during the day.  Another thanks!

Although I never got a lot of opportunities to walk around to see all the artists that were there, the 
times I did get away were mind boggling!  The variety of talent in that complex for those two days 
was amazing, from large sculptures to tiny earrings, it was wonderful and quite inspiring.  

I was disappointed that I never had more time to look at the displays of the museum this year.  They 
always have something different and this year was no different... oh well...next year.

This year there were 16 knifemakers with tables as well as a WCKA Club Table.  All the knives were 
worth a second, third and 
even a fourth look.  The 
variety is always 
interesting and the 
fellowship that is shared 
among the makers is 
great to see.  

We look forward to the 
6th Annual Show in 2017. 
Once again, if you 
haven't attended this 
show either as a vendor 
or as a visitor, it is well 
worth the effort to go.
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Folding Knife Cases 
submitted by Bob Campenot  780 962-1916  bcampenot@gmail.com

I was inspired to wish for a better belt case for folding knives by Les Hiddins who served as a
forward scout in the Australian Infantry in Vietnam, then researched survival techniques in 
Northern Australia, and became the principal author of the Australian Army’s survival 
manual.  

He displayed his mastery of bush craft in the 1987-1990 Australian TV series, Bush Tucker 
Man in which he carried a large three-bladed stock knife in a horizontal case at the front of 
his belt. The case looked like a smaller version of an eyeglass case with a flap over the top of 
an opening the full length of the knife. He didn’t even know the knife was there until he 
needed it since it laid horizontally along his belt line out of the way of his body movements 
and chairs.  

Years later when I became serious about collecting folding knives and plier tools, I set out to 
design horizontal cases for them. I make my cases out of black nylon webbing, they open at 
the end rather than along the length of the knife, and the knife is held in place by a back flap 
that folds over the end of the knife and attaches to a front flap with Velcro and a plastic side-
release buckle. The case is attached to the belt through two loops of wide webbing with a 
space in between to capture a belt loop in the pants, so the case stays in place and cannot be 
lost by falling off an unbuckled belt. To access the knife, the buckle is released and the back 
flap is pulled off the hook Velcro on the front flap exposing enough of the end of the knife to 
be easily grasped.  Closing the case with just the Velcro attachment is enough to keep the 
back flap out of the way while the knife is out being used. The cases are constructed with two
layers of webbing front and back, so the ends of the webbing that form the belt loops is 
sandwiched between and the stitches that secure the Velcro and the buckle do not pass 
through the inside layer where they could interfere with the knife. I have lost many factory-
made knives, and the best thing about my cases is that I can carry my precious hand-made 
folders without fear of losing them.  

There was a lot of interest in these
cases at the Reynolds Museum Metal
Art Show and Sale, and I am working
on ways to make them widely
available. I currently have four sizes,
two lengths for narrow knives such as
stock knives and Swiss Army knives,
and two lengths for larger knives like
many of the hand-made folders and
commercial lock-blade knives and
plier tools.  The cases fit best over
belts up to 1-1/4in wide, and I am
working on a design for 2in belts.   
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Dana Hackney, our member from Naples, Idaho, pictured above with wife Sandy, was a winner at the 
Montana Knifemakers Association annual show in Missoula in August.  He won for best damascus 
and it was a beautiful example of what Dana can do. His ladder damascus bowie is pictured above 
with the award plaque.  I apologize for not mentioning him in the last newsletter.                    
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Dana Hackney's

Award Winning Knife

from Montana
Knifemakers

Association
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Just a few more photos.....



How many more sleeps until next year??



Minutes of meeting at Wetaskiwin Metal Art Show and Sale

An informal meeting took place during our meal at the Legion on Saturday night.  Thanks to 
Ron Nelson and Diane Hatt, a few notes were taken of discussion at the meeting.

Morris Nesdole thanked Jim Takenaka for reserving the meeting room at the Legion.  He also 
thanked Diane Hatt for her help.  Gerry echoed his thanks to Jim for helping with the 
organizing of this event, and the group agreed that it was a nice venue to have some private 
discussion.

Jim asked that the group sing happy birthday to his grandchild who was turning one!  I am 
sure that video will go viral!!

Vern Lynes mentioned that he would like to submit the WCKA into the Knives 2017 Annual 
book, under organizations.  He is also going to explore how members can get their own names 
and photos into this publication. Stay tuned to a future newsletter!

A group photo was taken
and people began leaving
at about 8:00

(As a side note, ordering began at about 6:40
and the food began arriving at 7:30.  This is
pretty amazing since there were 30 people
ordering. It was also fun when the group was
included in the meat draw which our group
won 3 out of 5 times!)
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Knifemakers are MORE than knifemakers.....

The answer to the August newsletter is Larry and Susan Strandquist.

This months question is:  Which WCKA member has a piece of artwork in Burt Reynolds private 
collection?

Have fun guessing and look in the December newsletter for the answer!

********************************************************************************

WCKA DVD LENDING LIBRARY  submitted by Jim and Bev Clow

 A reminder that we have 14 DVDs that are available to WCKA members in good standing. They are 
sent to members who wish to view them and hopefully find information that they can use when making
a knife. We ask that after a month that the DVDs be returned to the Clows.  

Call Jim or Bev at  403 362-1015 or email j.clow@live.ca to check on the availability of 
a particular title. The lending will be on a first come basis and there is a limit of 2 DVDs 
at any one time. Titles were listed on the WCKA website.

 

Getting Old Isn’t Fun Anymore   submitted by Ron Nelson

One of our members (Ron Nelson) volunteered to help another member sell his nearly 200 pound anvil 
but first had to load it into the back of his truck before leaving Vancouver Island for home.  It took 2 
senior citizens a while to come up with an engineering plan to do the deed.  Not that many years ago, 
either of these two fellows could have just picked it up and placed in the back of the truck with no 
difficulty at all.  Back on this side of the big water, some thought had to be given to get the anvil off the
truck and placed on a furniture dolly.  It got done and nobody got hurt.  Within a few days and after a 
number of emails, a customer was found who came over to Ron’s house and paid cash then loaded the 
anvil in the back of his SUV with the old guy’s help.

Now came the hard part – sending a MO to pay for the anvil to the member located on Vancouver 
Island.  No problem---Right?  The MO was purchased at the bank and put in the mail the very next 
day.  After a week and no delivery everyone started getting worried.  The problem was Ron sent it to 
the wrong address in the correct town and after another week it came back as ‘Return to Sender’.  The 
next morning with the correct address in hand he again went to the post office and sent the money order
off by Xpress Post with the understanding it would be there in two business days.  The postal code on 
the latest mail out was off by one letter.  Instead of ‘V9P’ with the post office help it got changed to 
‘V9B’ and after a whole week it still hasn’t arrived.  The story isn’t over yet and hopefully by the time 
you read this in the newsletter, the money order will finally have arrived at its final destination.

The moral of this story is check, check again and finally have a younger mind go over the 
address on your mail outs to ensure everything is correct.  Or if you do any business with 
Ron Nelson get the cash in your hand before relinquishing your item.  He may have started 
a new pattern that will plague him for the rest of his abnormal life                          
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Some Final Words From the Editor:

The brilliance of autumn is upon us and we again wonder “where did the summer go?'  However, when you 
begin to reflect on the passing months you begin to realize it was indeed a full and busy time.

Once again, the Metal Art Show and Sale was great.  We LOVE that event, and so enjoy all the interactions 
that happen during that weekend. 

On the way home, we stopped for a night at Allen and 
Susan Neal's, along with Ron Nelson.  We were spoiled 
with some great food and a tour of their shop. Susan 
showed us how she stabilizes her wood... hopefully she 
will submit a story about it in a future newsletter!

After the show we welcomed member Ardvan Austin into
our home while he took a folding course with Roger.  He
choose to make a folding Persian which he dedicated to
his late older brother who passed away 4 years ago.

  

Another exciting thing during that time, was that Roger
took him hunting for grouse a couple of evenings.  
Ardvan had never done that before and he thoroughly 
enjoyed it.  I cooked up one of his birds for lunch one 
day and he agreed with us that it is one yummy dish! 

I have updated the membership list and the most up to 
date figures I have for 2016 is we have 69 single and 
33 family memberships for a total number of members 
being 148.  An interesting sidenote is that 95 of those 
members are from Alberta!!  The list will be sent out 
shortly.

At the Metal Art Show, new member Kim Leclair 
offered to make a Western Canada Knife Association 
facebook page which she did.  Check it out and contact 
Kim if you would like to feature any of your products.
Thanks, Kim!

Thank you for those of you who submitted things for 
this newsletter.  The next newsletter will go out in 
December.  Please feel free to submit photos and 
stories of projects, adventures or anything else that you 
think may be of interest to our membership!



WCKA Membership Application For 2016

New member  ____________ Year 2016
Renewal member  _________

Membership Fee Structure – January 1 to December 31

Knifemaker/Associate Single..................$20.00
Knifemaker/Associate & Family.........$25.00

*Family members must all reside at the same residence to qualify for Family Membership.
Associate members include:  Collectors, Dealers, Mfr./Distributors

(WCKA Membership includes Newsletters)

Name(s): __________________________________________________

                             __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
                                             (Please include all names for family membership)

Address: __________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ Prov./State _______

Postal Code/Zip Code: _____________________________

Phone: __________________________________  Fax: _________________

E-mail address: _________________________________________________

Payment enclosed:  $ _____________     Date: _______________________

Membership list, complete with member information, will be sent to all members.  Do you
want your name to appear on this list?

Yes ________

No _________

Return to:  WCKA, 2862 Mabel Lake Road, Enderby, B.C. V0E 1V5








